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Calendar:

President’s Message

November 12: Good Neighbor
Project monthly meeting, Midvale Community Lutheran
Church, 6:30 to 8 p.m.

Mayor Provides Info on Transportation
Infrastructure at MHCA Annual Meeting

November 26: MHCA board
meeting, Sequoya Branch Library, 6:45 to 8:45 p.m.
December 7: Friends of the
Library book sale, Market
Square Mall, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
December 10: Good Neighbor
Project Holiday Social, Midvale
Community Lutheran Church,
6:30 to 8 p.m.
December 15: Copy deadline
for the January-February
Messenger.
December 19: Santa visits in
Midvale Heights, 6 to 9 p.m.
December 21: Friends of the
Library book sale, Market
Square Mall, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
No MHCA board meeting in
December.
January 14: Good Neighbor
Project, Midvale Community Lutheran Church, 6:30 to 8 p.m.
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by Elizabeth Mackey

Mayor Satya Rhodes-Conway was the featured speaker at Midvale
Heights Community Association’s annual membership meeting
on Tuesday, October 22, 2019. The cold and blustery weather
may have kept some away, but those who attended heard RhodesConway discuss the city budget and her specific goals for her first
term. Also speaking briefly and answering questions were Alderperson Zachary Henak and County Board Supervisor Carousel
Bayrd.
Mayor Rhodes-Conway spoke about the budgeting process and
how lower levels of funding from the state are contributing to the
current city budget shortfall. However, her talk focused on why
improving the city’s transportation infrastructure is a priority for
her administration.
Madison is growing at a rate of approximately 3000 families per
year, but its economic development is hampered by transportation issues. The mayor explained that while our bus system is efficient at getting people downtown, it currently cannot get people
to and from areas of new job growth on the perimeter of the city.
She cited UW Health, with 1000 open positions, and Exact Sciences Corporation, with 700 open positions, including entry-level
positions that start at $15/hour and provide good benefits, noting
that these employers, as well as others around the city, have argued that gaps in public transportation are contributing to their
inability to fill these jobs. Residents have also told her that they
had lost their jobs when they missed the one bus that would get
them where they needed to go on time.
In addition to improving the efficiency of the transportation infrastructure, the Mayor said the city is working on a campaign to
eliminate transportation related deaths, and to reduce pollution
from all of its vehicles, including buses and ambulances.
Cont’d on page 6.
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Neighborhood News Briefs
MSCR Offers Chicago
Shopping Trip

Madison School and Community Recreation (MSCR) is
sponsoring a
bus trip to
Chicago in
December for
holiday shoppers. On Saturday,
December 7, MSCR will provide double decker bus transportation to Michigan Avenue
for holiday shopping or sightseeing, dropping riders off as
close as possible to Michigan
and E. Chicago Avenues. The
bus will load at 7:15 a.m. on
Pflaum Rd in front of LaFollette High School and return to
Madison at 8:30 p.m. Youth
ages 6+ may register with a participating adult. Cost is $54 per
person. Register online at
www.mscr.org. For more information, call 608-204-3021.

teer with the Friends, ask for
information at the Sequoya
The Friends of Sequoya Library Help Desk and follow them on
will hold Saturday book sales on Facebook at Friends of Sequoya
December 7 and 21 at their new Library.
site at Market Square Mall, 6672
Odana Road. Plan to do some
of your Christmas shopping
there. Our patrons’ continued
support in the form of buying
and donating used books, CDs,
and DVDs is needed to keep
the shop a reliable source of
reasonably priced books, the
sales of which
creates the income that the
Friends use to
provide books,
programs, and services for the
Sequoya Branch Library. Donations can be brought to the library or to the new shop on
Thursday mornings. To volunLibrary Friends’ Sales
Continue at New Site
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Early Dusk a Good Time to Check Safety Measures
Around the Home
by Wendy Reichel

Now that Daylight Saving Time has ended and it
gets dark earlier in the evening, it’s a good time
to give yourself a home crime-prevention checkup.
Make sure that any indoor or outdoor lights that
you have set on manual timers will come on at
dusk and make your home look occupied. Take
a walk around your property and check that no
shrubbery, plants or vines obstruct the view in
or out of your doors or windows or offer a thief
a place to hide. And if you have a video doorbell
or other security camera, wipe the lens and
check the live feed to make sure there are no
obstructions.
Because the west side of Madison continues to
be a ripe target for thieves looking for unlocked
vehicles and open garages, it’s a good idea to
have a nightly routine to make sure your home,
vehicles, and garage are locked up before you
turn in. Numerous homeowner doorbell videos
have captured thieves arriving in neighborhoods
in stolen vehicles and then jumping out and running in every direction to check for unlocked
vehicles. They take any items of value they can
find, and if they discover a key inside they usually steal that vehicle. If they can find a garage
door opener, they use it to open the garage and
check out any vehicles inside, or they try to
make quick entry into the residence to steal car
keys or items of value left near the door. These
groups can be in and out of a neighborhood
within a minute or two, but burglary crime detectives say that they rarely commit forced-entry
break-ins. If you lock up, they will move on to
an easier target.
Please consider attending one of our monthly
Good Neighbor Project events where you can
learn more crime prevention tips and hear from

experts in our community on a range of safety
topics.
Our December 10 meeting will feature our annual Holiday Social, where we will celebrate our
fifth anniversary of bringing neighbors together
and enjoy some holiday treats.
On January 14, our featured speaker will be
Bryan Johnson, who oversees the city’s recycling
and snowplowing operations as Recycling Coordinator and Streets Division Public Information
Officer. Get your questions about recycling and
snowplowing answered at this meeting.
All events take place on the second Tuesday of
the month at 6:30 p.m. in the basement fellowship hall of Midvale Community Lutheran
Church, located at 4329 Tokay Blvd.
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County Board Supervisor Report
by Carousel Bayrd

Hope everyone is staying warm! Here’s what
we’ve been up to on
the county board:

renewable natural gas (RNG) vehicles, reducing
carbon emissions equal to more than 4,800 cars
or 12,000 tons of coal. In addition to the facility’s environmental benefits, it is estimated that
Dane County will generate enough revenue from
The 2020 Budget: I
have now finished sev- RNG sales to recoup the project costs in just a
few years. Win-Win-Win again!
eral committee meetings on the 2020
Departmental Equity Review: A few years ago
budget, which I think the County Board requested that each county
is fantastic. It expands department create an equity plan to ensure that
mental health services, continues efforts on
both the services provided and the internal staff
storm-water and floodwater management, con- hired reflect the diverse needs and population of
tinues criminal justice reforms, and more. I have Dane County. This year, the County Board made
proposed three budget amendments: 1) adding a equity part of our annual department budgeting
victim/witness worker in the District Attorney’s and review, ensuring that equity is prioritized
office to support victims of youth crime; 2) add- throughout the county.
ing a victim/witness restorative justice leader in As always, lots going on. Please contact me with
the District Attorney’s office to work with vicany questions. My cell is (608) 658-7333, and my
tims wanting to pursue restorative justice (the
email is bayrd@countyofdane.com.
demand is high); and 3) eliminating fees placed
on youth in home detention. I’ll provide final
budget details in the next newsletter.
Solar Installation at Dane County Airport: Dane
County and MG&E are building one of the largest solar installations in the state. The solar system will include more than 31,000 solar panels
and span approximately 58 acres, reducing
greenhouse gases equivalent to 2,700 cars or
7,000 tons of coal per year. The project is estimated to produce approximately 40% of the
county’s electricity needs, which will save electricity costs: Save taxpayer money, reduce greenhouse gases, and create green-energy jobs.—
Win-Win-Win!
County Biogas Landfill Listed as Top National
Climate Change Initiative: Did you know that
Dane County’s biogas landfill is the only one of
its kind in the nation? Our landfill is being recognized by the American Association for the
Advancement of Science (AAAS) for turning
garbage and cow manure into renewable fuel.
That fuel is then sold across the nation to power

Page 5

Dane County’s Partnership with Community Centers
by Dane County Executive Joe Parisi

Neighborhood and community centers are one
of the most effective and important investments
we can make toward ensuring that all children
and their families reach their full potential. I recently introduced my budget for 2020, recognizing the great potential of community centers in
advancing long-standing county policy priorities—reducing poverty, improving mental health
services for young people, and bringing partners
together to support families.
My budget creates a new $500,000 grant program for community centers to launch new
mental and behavioral health work for kids and
families. As we have seen with the Building
Bridges school mental health program created a
few years ago, when you take available services
to where young people gather, you can directly
improve living situations and outcomes.
Childhood mental health, trauma, and poverty all
impede the future success of young people in
our community. These centers see firsthand
every day the effects of mental health challenges
and trauma on our young people. That’s why
I’m also funding training on trauma-informed
care for center volunteers and staff across the
community.
The budget for next year also links two of our
greatest assets—our community centers and our
incredible Dane County parks—to get young

people better engaged with the natural world
around them. I’m creating “Dane County Get
Outside!,” an initiative connecting young people
ages 7 to 14 with the vast array of natural resources and parks that contribute so much to
our quality of life. Parks staff will visit centers to
work with students on the importance of natural
areas, and from there the fun will head outdoors.
It’s important we take the time to ensure access
and an appreciation for the outdoors for our
next generation.
Neighborhood centers offer more than just a
physical place to gather, they change lives and
make memories, often by simple acts of the
great human gifts of time and generosity. I’m
proud to partner with them into 2020 and beyond.
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Annual Sunday Jazz Series Returns to Sequoya Branch Library Winter Concert Series
With winter hours in force,
the Sequoya Branch Library
is again hosting jazz performances on Sunday afternoons
from 2 to 4 p.m. Combos are
playing in combined Meeting
Rooms A and B every Sunday. The jazz series is sponsored by the Friends of Sequoya Library, who invite
everyone in the neighborhood to stop by and enjoy
the music. Neighbors can
support the Friends and the
Kevin Adler, Bob Kerwin, and Peter Weil
performances by purchasing
entertain jazz fans at the Sunday Jazz seused books at the Friends’
ries at Sequoya Branch Library on November 10. Not pictured is keyboardist, Phil
Saturday book sales (for
Porembski.
more information on the
sales, see p. 2. For future performances, see https://www.madisonpubliclibrary.org/events/calendar?library[]=1933
President’s Message
Cont’d from page 1:

After the Mayor’s talk, the Midvale Heights
Community Association members voted to reelect board members who are currently serving in
the odd-numbered areas as follows: Area 1:
Chuck Kreimendahl, Area 3: Jim Thoreson, Area
5: Denise Lamb, Area 9: Ron Rotter, Area 11: Ed
Rogers, and Area 15: Kay Reuter-Krohn and
David Krohn.
We are still looking for new board members
to represent Areas 7 and 13. You do not necessarily have to live in these areas to represent
them, and we welcome co-directors if you’d like
to share the position. If you are interested in
serving on the board, please email me at MHCAPresident@midvaleheights.org. Being on the
board is not a huge time commitment, and is a
great opportunity to be involved in your
neighborhood.
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MGE Summarizes Current and Future Wind Farm Efforts
by Jeff Keebler, CEO of MGE

Our climate is changing. This reality is recognized by climate scientists around the world. At
MGE, we share the urgency of many in our
community who want to work together to create
a more sustainable future as quickly as we can.
By working together–to be energy efficient, to
support renewable energy, to advance cleaner
transportation–we can achieve net-zero carbon
electricity for our customers by 2050.
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) has identified carbon neutrality
by 2050 as a benchmark for limiting global
warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius. MGE’s goal is
based on the latest climate science, and our
strategies-clean energy, energy efficiency and
conservation, and the electrification of other end
uses such as transportation-are the same as those
identified by the IPCC. We believe we can go
further faster toward our goal by working with
our customers.
With your support, we are working aggressively
to de-carbonize our energy supply mix. Since
announcing clean energy goals under our Energy
2030 framework four years ago, we have developed a number of renewable energy projects to
serve our customers. Our first Shared Solar project in Middleton came online in January 2017.
In 2018, we purchased a 16-megawatt (MW)
share of the Forward Energy Center wind farm
in Wisconsin. Our 66-MW Saratoga, Iowa, wind
farm began generating in early 2019. Construction is underway on two large-scale solar projects, Two Creeks Solar and the Badger Hollow
Solar Farm, totaling 100 MW.
MGE has a proposal to purchase another 50
MW from phase two of the Badger Hollow Solar
Farm and is expanding the Shared Solar program
with a 5-MW solar project at Morey Field in
Middleton. We are partnering with Dane County

to build 9 MW of solar at Dane County Regional
Airport.
As the IPCC states in its October 2018 report,
carbon neutrality will require technologies to
develop further and become more cost-effective.
We are working with scientists at the UWMadison’s Nelson Institute for Environmental
Studies for expert input and analysis as we chart
our pathway to net-zero carbon electricity for
our community. MGE’s roots in the Madison
area date back more than 150 years. Together,
we share not only this great community, but we
share long-held values and ambitious goals. Join
us in working, growing and charging our own
unique path forward.
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Santa to Visit Midvale Heights in December
by Gwynneth Schell

Hello Neighbors!
Santa Claus will visit Midvale Heights on the
evening of Thursday, December 19. Santa has
agreed to stop at homes throughout our
neighborhood, bringing early Christmas wishes

to neighborhood children and their families.
Given his very busy December schedule, Santa
has asked us to help him with his travel arrangements. If you would like Santa to visit your
home, please contact 608-622-5388 or
Area4@MidvaleHeights.org and his elves will
discuss the details with you!
Santa is very busy this time of year and he’s
looking for volunteers to help him during his
visit. Jolly men are particularly welcome, but
there are many small ways to volunteer for this
special event. If you have volunteered in the
past, you know how much fun it is. If you know
someone who fits the bill, please encourage
them to contact Area4@MidvaleHeights.org.

New to Midvale Heights? Join Your Neighbors in
Supporting the Midvale Heights Community Association
The Midvale Heights Neighborhood Association
(MHCA) invites residents new to the neighborhood to join the MHCA. For $15 per household
dues, you can support Midvale Heights and receive several benefits of being an association
member. All members receive the Midvale
Messenger, as an electronic file or as a paper
copy on your doorstep. In addition to receiving
the Messenger six times a year, members receive a neighborhood directory and a discount
card that can be used at many local stores.
The MHCA sponsors a number of free
neighborhood events, including an annual picnic, a July concert series at Segoe Park, and

our annual meeting in October. We also organize several youth baseball leagues in the summer,
and support teams caring for sustainable wildflower gardens in the neighborhood. If you have
any ideas for other neighborhood projects, attend a board meeting on the fourth Tuesday of
the month, beginning at 6:45 p.m. at the Sequoya Branch Library.

