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Calendar:
September 10: Good Neighbor
Project, Midvale Community Lutheran Church, 6:30 to 8 p.m.
September 24: MHCA board
meeting, Sequoya Branch Library,
6:45 to 8:45 p.m.
October 5: Friends of the Library
book sale, Market Square Mall,
6672 Odana Road, 9 a.m. to 4
p.m.
October 8: Good Neighbor Project, Midvale Community Lutheran
Church, 6:30 to 8 p.m.
October 15: Copy deadline for
the November-December Messenger.
October 22: MHCA annual meeting, Sequoya Branch Library, 6:30
p.m.
November 2: Friends of the Library book sale, Market Square
Mall, 6672 Odana Road, 9 a.m. to
4 p.m.
November 12: Good Neighbor
Project, Midvale Community Lutheran Church, 6:30 to 8 p.m.
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President’s Message

Home in Midvale Heights
by Elizabeth Mackey

If you read the last issue of the Midvale Messenger, you’ve learned
that Jenny Chipault had to step down as president when she moved
across Midvale Boulevard to Westmoreland. I am serving as interim
president until the fall elections, and I am honored to fill this role in
our neighborhood’s vibrant community association.
I have lived many places in my life, but I have never encountered as
active a neighborhood association as I found here in Midvale Heights.
Being a part of MHCA fulfills a desire I have had since my husband
and I spent a year in Indonesia over a decade ago. Until then, I imagined that a rewarding life would include traveling to far-flung locales,
constantly meeting new and exciting people, and moving to a fresh
city whenever a better job demanded it. But that year in Indonesia,
while feeling more than a little homesick in a place where winter never
arrived to relieve the heat of the summer and the sun rose and set at
the same time every day, I began to feel differently: that for me, staying in just one place and becoming involved might be the most rewarding life.
I wanted to develop friendships with people who, when old, might
remember when we were--youngish. And I wanted to be involved in a
community so that I could contribute to it and to both notice and
effect change in the place where I lived. So when we moved to Midvale Heights and our neighbors walked over with the most recent
copy of the Midvale Messenger, I felt like we had moved to the
right place.
Our community association does much to enrich our lives. The
neighborhood picnic kicks off the summer. The concerts at Segoe
Park draw both long-time residents and new families with young children. The Green Team gives neighbors the opportunity to work together beautifying neighborhood sites. T-ball introduces our youngest
residents to baseball, and is a great way for groups of kids and their
parents to keep in touch with each other over the summer. These are
the kinds of activities that transform a collection of houses into a
community that you don’t want to leave.
If you are interested in volunteering (we have a vacancy on the board),
or if you have an idea for something that we’re not doing but could,
please let us know! I know we are all busy, but working together to
improve our neighborhood has many advantages. It is sometimes hard
to find the time to take on anything extra. But those extra things, I
think, are what makes a difference.
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Neighborhood News Briefs
Bethany Church Plans
Fall Festival

Bethany Church will hold a fall
festival on Saturday, September
22, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on
the church grounds. Attractions
on its front lawn at 3910 Mineral Point Road will include
large and small bounce houses,
a petting farm, and activities
and games for all ages. A free
lunch of grilled chicken fajitas,
rice and beans, chips, lemonade,
and coffee will be served beginning at 11:30 a.m.
Christian Science
Church to Sponsor
Lecture

The First Church of Christ, Scientist, 610 South Segoe Rd., is
sponsoring a public lecture on
Sunday, October 27, 2019, at
the church and invites interested Midvale Heights residents
to join them. Melanie Wahlberg,
a member of the Christian Science Board of Lectureship,
headquartered in Boston, will be
speaking on “Prayer That
Blesses Individuals and Communities.” The lecture will begin at 2 p.m. For more information on the event, call 608-2768001 or email www.
christiansciencemadison.com
Vilas Zoo Seeks
Volunteers

Henry Vilas Zoo is looking for
enthusiastic, caring individuals
to help run the zoo’s train and
carousel from September
through early November. This
is an excellent opportunity for

retired community members to
volunteer close to home and
have some fun. Morning (9:30
a.m. to 1 p.m.) and afternoon
shifts (1-4:15 p.m.) shifts are
available. The zoo asks that volunteers work a minimum of two
shifts per month. Volunteers
receive hour and year marker
recognition, annual volunteer
recognition events, and discounts at the grille and gift
shops. To volunteer or ask
questions, please contact the
zoo’s volunteer coordinator,
Lauren Salzmann, at 608-2831612, or at volunteer.zoo
@henryvilaszoo.gov.
MSCR Offers Fall Trips

MSCR is sponsoring bus trips
to Milwaukee and Chicago this
fall.
On Sunday, October 6, a Milwaukee tour will include a visit
to the Jewish MuseumMilwaukee to see the exclusive
2019 Harry Houdini exhibit,
featuring Wisconsin’s own illusionist and stunt performer
known for his sensational escape acts. The bus journey will
also feature ghost stories during
a haunted city tour through historic Milwaukee neighborhoods,
with lunch at a possibly haunted
hotel in Harry Houdini’s former
neighborhood.
The afternoon will feature visits
to several Milwaukee chocolatiers, who will be providing
early Halloween treats. Fee includes motor coach transportation, tours, and lunch. The bus
will depart from Lafollette High

School at 8:30 a.m. and return
by 5 p.m.. Registration fee is
$80 and the deadline for payment is September 19.
On Saturday, December 7,
MSCR will provide double
decker bus transportation to
Michigan Avenue for holiday
shopping or sightseeing, dropping riders off as close as possible to Michigan and E. Chicago
Avenues. The bus will load at
7:15 a.m. on Pflaum Rd in front
of LaFollette High School and
return to Madison at 8:30 p.m..
Register by October 1 and save
$5. Youth ages 6+ may register
with a participating adult. Cost
is $54 per person.
Register online at for both journeys at www.mscr.org. For
more information, call 608-2043021.
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Midvale Heights Good Neighbor Project News:
Find a Garage Buddy
by Wendy Reichel

Have you ever accidentally left your garage door
open or your vehicles unlocked overnight? We’re
all busy and get distracted. That’s why it’s a great
idea to pair up with a neighbor and become Garage Buddies. You and your buddy agree to call,
text, or drop by if one of you notices a garage
door still open or bikes or other valuable items
still on the front lawn in the late evening.
Madison Police burglary detectives say that most
area crimes are crimes of opportunity that can be
prevented by locking vehicles, locking the service door between your home and garage, and
making sure your unattended garage door remains closed at all times. If you’ve ever watched from a home, garage, or vehicle.
any security doorbell videos you’ve seen that it
While helping out your Garage Buddy, you may
only takes a thief a few seconds to steal items
notice other neighbors in need. Maybe you’ll
spot a neighbor’s missing dog or cat or decide to
check on a neighbor after you notice she hasn’t
picked up her mail or newspapers in several
days. Did she go on vacation and forget to cancel them? Or did she have a medical emergency
and can’t get to her phone to call for help?
By watching out for our neighbors and taking
care of them we make our entire neighborhood
safer and more friendly, and that’s what the
Good Neighbor Project is all about.
You can meet more of your neighbors and hear
from some interesting people in our community
at our Good Neighbor Project events which take
place on the second Tuesday of each month at
6:30 p.m. at Midvale Community Lutheran
Church, 4329 Tokay Blvd. On September 10,
you can learn what Madison Police detectives do
and how they solve cases. And have you ever
wanted to meet a Madison Police K9 up close?
Join us on October 8 to meet a K9 team and
learn about the amazing things these dogs can
do to help police officers fight crime.
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County Board Supervisor Report
by Carousel Bayrd

Hello Midvale Heights:
I hope everyone is enjoying the transition to
fall—my favorite season! Here’s what we’ve
been up to on the
county board:

Services During Power Outages: Downtown
Madison experienced serious power outages this
past July when an MG&E plant caught on fire.
Good news—we were prepared! Our emergency
plans went into action, and 911, Emergency
Management, and other essential services stayed
up and running. Great!

Respecting Government Workers: The
Dane County Board
has updated our employee handbook and civil
service rules that prioritize collective bargaining,
employee respect, collaboration, pay increases,
employee benefits, disability benefits, and more.
The updated employee handbook protects employees’ bargaining rights as allowed by law. We
value and appreciate our hardworking county
government employees in Dane County. I am
proud to have voted for this, and to report that
it passed unanimously.

STAND UP Against Hate: Our President is
making America a place of hate and discrimination. We need everyone to stand up and speak
out—xenophobia, anti-immigrant, racism, sexism, anti-Semitism, anti-Muslim—if you don’t
speak out, you are complicit. I am proud to be
an elected official member of the Never Again
Coalition. There are lots of ways you can get involved. Ask me, or reach out to Centro Hispano,
the ACLU, or several other organizations here in
Wisconsin and throughout the country.

Please contact me with any questions about
these issues or any other county issues. My cell
911 Texting: You can now text to 911. If you are number is 608-658-7333: my email is
in an emergency and unable to speak, or do not bayrd@countyofdane.com.
want to make noise, you can now text “911”
from any cell phone in Dane County, and your
message will connect immediately with our 911
office. Please help spread the word! Of everything we do in Dane County, our 911 operation
is one of our most important, and I am pleased
to report that we have updated our system for
this capacity.
Mental Health Criminal Justice Workgroup and
Study: The Dane County Board and Criminal
Justice Council has formed a Behavioral Health
Committee to evaluate how people with mental
health needs can better interact with(or avoid)
the criminal justice system. The Committee began meeting this summer, and I look forward to
learning about their findings in the coming
months. Additionally, the County Board has
funded a comprehensive study of Dane County’s
mental health services. That study is due back
this fall. Stay tuned!
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Dane County Stands with Planned Parenthood
by Dane County Executive Joe Parisi

From routine checkups to questions we have
about our overall health, Planned Parenthood of
Wisconsin serves Dane County residents
through a number of steps in our healthcare
journeys. The services this organization provides
our friends and family—like STD tests and cancer screenings—can be lifesaving, and it plays a
key part in maintaining the overall health and
wellness of our community.

history so the proper evaluation, diagnosis, treatment, or referral can be given.

In addition to providing patient care, Dane
County funds have been used to advance
Planned Parenthood’s outreach and education
efforts. The organization was able to provide
915 sexual education programs and trainings for
nearly 18,000 participants across Wisconsin in
the past year—an achievement made possible in
Growing dissonance in our nation’s political
part by county funds. Our involvement has also
landscape has placed the many resources proenabled Planned Parenthood to pursue human
vided to our loved ones by Planned Parenthood trafficking prevention curriculum right here in
under attack in recent years. It is because of this Dane County.
harmful rhetoric and significant cuts to funding For over 80 years, Planned Parenthood of Wisat the federal level that I want to make the folconsin has played a vital role in serving the
lowing very clear: Dane County stands with
needs of our community. Dane County stands
Planned Parenthood.
with Planned Parenthood because we recognize
With approximately 60,000 patients who rely on the value of investing in the health and wellbeing
Planned Parenthood of Wisconsin each year,
of our residents.
Dane County understands the importance of
supporting our state’s largest reproductive
healthcare provider. We’ve invested more than
$600,000 in Planned Parenthood services and
programming since 2011. A quarter of those
funds were allocated in 2019 alone.
Thanks to Dane County’s financial support,
Planned Parenthood of Wisconsin is able to provide individualized education in areas of anatomy, physiology, sexuality, birth control methods, and decision-making. Our funding also
helps cover the costs of providing physical exams, administering labs, and compiling health
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Friends of Sequoya Library Find New Home
by Nadine Pfotenhauer

The Friends of Sequoya
Library’s shop for book
sales has a new home at
Market Square Mall, 6672
Odana Road, a bit farther
west than its current location
at Westgate. But there is
plenty of parking and other resellers, including
Play it Again Sports, the Pink Poodle, Rethreads,
and Frugal Muse nearby.
The Friends will resume their First Saturday
sales in the new shop on October 5, with sales
also scheduled for November 2, December 7,
and December 21.

Current patrons’ continued support in the form
of buying and donating used books, CDs, and
DVDs is needed to keep the shop a reliable
source of reasonably priced books, the sales of
which creates the income that the Friends use to
provide books, programs, and services for the
Sequoya Branch Library. Donations can be
brought to the library, and after September 15,
to the new shop on Thursday mornings. To volunteer with the Friends, ask for information at
the Sequoya Help Desk. Follow us on Facebook
at Friends of Sequoya Library.

New Playground Equipment Installed at Segoe Park
New playground equipment has been installed at
Segoe Park. The new equipment includes six
swings, two slides, and items for the little ones.
Neighbors raised money to pay for additional
equipment, and the MHCA contributed to the

effort. The grass needs to grow a bit, but this
should be a wonderful place for youngsters to
play by next summer. Thanks to everyone who
worked on fundraising and coordination for this
project.
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Fall Gardening Chores
by Susan Jacobs, Master Gardener

August’s cool end gave gardeners
early notice to begin fall tasks, and
there are plenty of them.
Lawn: Early to mid-September is
ideal for establishing grass seed. For success,
keep seed moist during germination period.
Where grass is well-established, remove thatch
that’s more than ½ inch thick. If your fertilizer
schedule is 3 to 4 times yearly, apply lawn fertilizer around Labor Day.
Plantings: Evergreens can be planted into early
September. For deciduous shrubs and perennials, late September to early October are recommended. Mulch well after planting to protect
roots over winter.
Bulbs: Plant spring-flowering bulbs in October.
Bulbs can be planted up to six weeks after first
fall frost, but experience suggests not to wait too
long as planting must be done before the ground
freezes. Top-dress existing bulb-beds with a balanced fertilizer.
Seeds: Many perennial seeds can be planted in
September and October. Check individual seed
packets for the best time to plant. For example,
earlier in the month, plant Oriental poppy, primrose, pansy, phlox; at month’s end, you can still
plant hardy annuals--larkspur, calendula, and
bachelor buttons. Ideally, seeds will be in the
ground a few weeks before the first frost.

Clean up: Remove all the weeds you can, preferably before their seeds spread. Weeding now
means less weeding next Spring and Summer.
Graciously your weeding means less weeding for
your neighbors. In general removing old stalks,
pruning, raking leaves helps to prevent insect
and disease problems; bag diseased cleanup
items for disposal—do not mulch these.
Leaves: The City of Madison has guidelines for
fall clean up. Raked leaves should be piled on
the terrace or bottom of your driveway if possible. Keeping leaves out of the street keeps them
out of the lakes. See the City’s Streets website
for information on leaf and brush pick up
https://www.cityofmadison.com/streets/. And
take time to enjoy the beautiful fall season.
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MHCA Annual Membership Meeting Set for October 22;
Mayor Rhodes-Conway to Be Guest Speaker
by Denise Lamb

The Midvale Heights Community Association
(MHCA) will hold its annual membership meeting on Tuesday, October 22, beginning at 6:30
p.m. at the Sequoya Branch Library. Mayor Satya
Rhodes-Conway, who was elected to her first
term as mayor earlier this year, will be the featured speaker. Alder Zach Henak and County
Supervisor Carousel Bayrd have also been invited to speak. MHCA’s current president, Elizabeth Mackey, will fill members in on the “state
of the neighborhood” and lead elections for
2019-2021 area directors. All odd numbered area
directors are elected in odd years to serve twoyear terms.

the Messenger to members in Area 7. If you are
new to the neighborhood, this is a wonderful
way to meet your
neighbors and become
more involved in the
community.
Nominees for the other
odd-numbered areas include:

Mayor Satya Rhodes-Conway

Area 1: Chuck Kreimendahl
Area 3: Jim Thoreson
Most currently serving directors have agreed to Area 5: Denise Lamb
be nominated for another term, running from
Area 7: vacant
October 2019 to October 2021, but we are in
Area 9: Ron Rotter
need of a new director for Area 7, which is
Area 11: Ed Rogers
bounded by Tokay Blvd., Hilltop Drive, Ames
Area 13: Ben Nyquist
Ave., and Charles Lane. If you live in this area
Area 15: Kay Reuter-Krohn/David Krohn
and would like to support your neighborhood
association, please contact MHCA President,
Bring your questions and ideas and plan to join
Elizabeth Mackey at mackeylawyer@gmail.com. your neighbors and friends to learn more about
Responsibilities include attending 10 board
Madison’s and Midvale Heights’ future at the
meetings a year and organizing distribution of
annual membership meeting.

Welcome New (and Old) MHCA Members
This is the first issue of the Midvale Messenger that new MHCA members will receive as a
result of joining the neighborhood association.
We welcome new and old MHCA members to
the 2019-2020 membership year.
In addition to receiving the Messenger six
times a year, members receive a neighborhood
directory and a discount card that can be used at
many local stores. If you have not received your
2019-2020 directory or discount card, you

should be receiving it in the next few weeks.
We’ve had some delays with printing, so please
be patient.
In the meantime, make plans now to attend the
MHCA annual meeting on October 22. This is a
great way to meet new friends, connect with old
ones, learn more about what is going on in the
neighborhood, and enjoy our Halloween-themed
refreshments. See
you there!

