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Calendar:
July 6: Friends of the Library book sale,
Westgate, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
July 9: Good Neighbor Project, Midvale
Community Lutheran Church, 6:30 to 8
p.m.
July 12: Cajun Strangers at Summer
Nights at Segoe, Segoe Park. Food carts
at 5:30, music begins at 6:30 p.m.
July 19: Honey Pies at Summer Nights at
Segoe, Segoe Park. Food carts at 5:30,
music begins at 6:30 p.m.
No MHCA board meeting in July.
July 26: Breezy Hill Bluegrass at Summer Nights at Segoe, Segoe Park. Food
carts at 5:30, music begins at 6:30 p.m.
August 3: Friends of the Library book
sale, Westgate, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
August 13: Good Neighbor Project, Midvale Community Lutheran Church, 6:30
to 8 p.m.
August 15: Copy deadline for September-October Messenger.
August 17: Friends of the Library book
sale, Westgate, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
August 27: MHCA board meeting, Sequoya Branch Library, 6:45 to 8:45 p.m.

MIDVALE MESSENGER
The Midvale Messenger is published six times a year by
the Midvale Heights Community Association. Copy
deadlines are the 15th of February, April, June, August,
October, and December.
Editor: Denise Lamb
deniselamb@sbcglobal.net
Distribution: Kelly Murdock
kelly2.murdock@gmail.com
President: Elizabeth Mackey
MHCA-President@Midvale Heights.org

President’s Message

Home in Midvale Heights
by Jenny Chipault

Many of you are familiar with the
1950s ranch: attached one-car garage,
eat-in kitchen, stone fireplace, 3 bedrooms, bathrooms with baby blue
tile, and unfinished basement. Since
we all live in Midvale Heights, many
of us live in this type of home (or did
before we remodeled).
My husband and I have loved our
1950s starter home but are currently looking for more
room. During this house hunting process, I have enjoyed reading, and agreed with, the descriptions of Midvale Heights that are included with many for sale ads,
because they provide a good sense of this neighborhood,
of which I am fond. As a reminder to all of us, here are
some of the qualities of Midvale Heights that get highlighted frequently in house listings:
 Walk to Hilldale and Sequoya Commons for shopping, coffee, restaurants, ice cream, library, and
more.
 Leisure resources, including the golf course, Arboretum, and dog park, are easily accessible.
 Family-oriented area with high-ranking schools and
lots of parks.
 Easy bus commute to campus or downtown, access
to the southwest commuter bike path, and proximity
to the beltline highway.
 Quiet area with tree-lined streets and low crime.
This sales pitch is a small reminder that there is much to
appreciate about Midvale Heights.
In addition to these concrete amenities, Midvale Heights
also boasts an active, engaged community.
Continued on p. 6
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Neighborhood News Briefs
base and volunteer staff want to Verona Senior Center at 608Friends of Sequoya
Library Seek New Home continue to support the library 848-0440)
The Friends of Sequoya Library
will be holding their last Saturday book sales at Westgate on
August 3 and August 17. The
Friends were devastated recently to learn that after 10
years at Westgate, they must
close that shop there in early
September due to planned reconstruction at the mall site.
The group is trying to find another space in
the
Midvale/
Westmoreland
neighborhood as close
to the Sequoya
Branch Library as possible. This
is proving to be a difficult task.
If anyone in the area has any
leads about available spaces that
they can share, the Friends
would very much appreciate
hearing from them. If you know
of a space that would work,
stop by their workroom at Sequoya or leave a message at the
help desk. Their last day at
Westgate will be September 8.
The group is not sure where the
September book sale will be,
but Friends are working hard to
make sure the community has a
First Saturday sale, and they are
committed to continuing the
sales at a convenient location
for Midvale Heights and Westmorland neighbors. The group
continues to accept donations
and is thankful for the support
it has received from donors and
buyers alike. Its dedicated donor

with proceeds from the sales.
Customers should check at Sequoya Library for news about a
new locations for the Friends’
sales.

West Madison Triad
August, 10:00 a.m.: Prescription and Illegal Drugs/CBD,
Sky Tikkanen, Safe- Communities, (Date & location to be determined, call 441-7897)
MSCR Offers Fit2Go
September 27th, 8:00 a.m.MSCR is offering a new pro4:00 p.m. The 17th RSVP/Triad
gram for kids this summer in
of Dane County & Triad of
Madison parks. Its goal is to
Wisconsin Crime Prevention &
provide free, fun activities and
Safety Conference and Expo
games that are adaptive to any
“Partners on a Mission to
age. Activities include soccer,
Serve” at the American Family
disc golf, obstacle courses,
Insurance Training Center,
Imagination Playground puzMadison. Cost is $25 before
zles, and many other activities.
August 1, $35 after that date.
The Fit2Go instructors will be Includes breakfast, lunch and
at Midvale Heights’ Segoe Park materials. www.rsvpdane.org.
on Thursday, August 8, from 11 For more information contact:
a.m. to 2 p.m. Fit2Go will be in mstamstad@rsvpdane.org or at
all city parks over the course of 608-441-7897.
the summer; check the complete schedule for dates and
times at other parks near Midvale Heights at www.MSCR.org.
Fit2Go-4You is also available
for block parties, birthday parties, and other events. Check
the MSCR website listed above
for more information.
TRIAD Offers Fall
Programs for Seniors

Verona Triad All programs at
Verona Senior Center, 108 Paoli
Street, Verona
August: Canine Officer Matt
Kyle, Verona Police Dept.
September: Gang Education.
Sergeant Olson, Verona Police
Dept. (Date and time for both
events to be determined, call
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MHCA Board Elects New
President
If you have read the President’s column on page
1, you know that Jenny Chipault and her husband Marc have been looking for a new home.
The good news for them is that they found a
house that meets their requirements. The bad
news for the MHCA is that the house is in Westmorland. As a result, at its June board meeting,
the MHCA board sought nominations from the
board for a new president to replace Chipault
after she moves sometime in July.
Board members attending elected Area 6 Director Elizabeth Mackey, who has been on the
board for two years, to take over the remainder
of Chipault’s term as president, which ends in
November 2019. Once the 2019-2020 Area Directors have been elected at the annual meeting
in October, the board will elect officers for 2019
-2020 at its November meeting.

Have You Joined the MHCA
for 2019-2020 Yet?
If you haven’t sent in you registration, go to
http://midvaleheights.org/MHCA register

to update your membership info and ensure
that you continue to receive the Messenger
and receive your membership directory and
discount card on time.

Westside Swim Club to Host
All-City Swim Meet
The West Side Swim Club, 5533 Odana Road,
will host Madison’s annual All City Swim Meet
this summer. This year’s meet will be held Friday
through Sunday, August 2 through 4, at the
swim club, located behind the Heritage Shopping Center at the southwest corner of Odana
and Whitney Way. While planners are encouraging those participating in the meet to use alternate forms of transportation such as carpools
and biking, Midvale Heights neighbors can expect some additional auto traffic in the area, especially from 7 to 8 a.m. in the morning and
again in the late afternoon. The meet is open to
the public, and neighbors are welcome to join
the swimmers and their fans at the event. Planners want to thank anyone inconvenienced by
the meet for their patience in advance. Please
contact Anna Andrzejewski
(annaskwisc@gmail.com) or the pool at 608-273
-1955 with any questions or concerns regarding
the event.
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Rain Gardens Can Reduce Lake Contamination and
Flooding, Support Pollinators
by John Shillinglaw

From the Midvale Heights/Westmorland

Joint Neighborhood Plan Executive Summary, Adopted September 1, 2009:
Encourage the installation of rain gardens,
bioswales, native plantings, green roofs, and
rain barrels in new and existing development
to help reduce stormwater runoff and improve
infiltration and water quality. Educate residents about the benefits of such treatments
and encourage their use on residential properties. Encourage the installation of rain gardens, bioswales, native plantings, green roofs,
and rain barrels in park space to help reduce
stormwater runoff and improve infiltration.
(Plan Rec. LU(b).1 and P.1).

ripple-effects.com/plantDane. We also have the
University of Wisconsin Arboretum and its Native Plant Garden managed by Susan Carpenter:
https://arboretum.wisc.edu/learn/adulteducation/garden-tours/.
These two web sites have all the necessary information. For those interested in establishing a
rain garden in their yard, I would add that planting a rain garden is not complicated. It is usually
just a slightly modified form of a native plant
planting. Now is a good time to begin planning
for planting in the spring of 2020. Readers cam
contact me at jshillinglaw@gmail.com with any
questions or comments.

*This is a summary of a presentation that Shillinglaw
With the increasing concern about flooding and gave at the June MHCA board meeting.
its impact on our watershed (Lake Wingra) these
words are even more compelling than when
they were written almost ten years ago. The
negative effects of contamination by phosphorus, chloride, and other substances washing into
our lake has not abated, and we should do more
to address the problem. We have discovered
increasing amounts of chloride in our lake
caused by driveway and road salt and increasing
amounts of phosphorus caused mainly by poor
management of leaf fall. We can also do more to
address the impact of loss of habitat for pollinators, as evidenced by the decline in the population of monarch butterflies.
I would like the Midvale Heights community to
consider the beneficial effects of native grass
and wildflower plantings in rain gardens in
neighborhood yards. Native plantings in rain
gardens will reduce storm water runoff, improve
infiltration, and provide habitat for pollinators.
Fortunately, we in Dane County have the tools
to address this problem quickly and effectively.
We have a program called Plant Dane: https://
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Madison Water Utility’s Toilet Rebate Program
Hits One Billion Gallons of Water Saved
There’s nothing all that exciting about a toilet.
But 17,126 toilets? That’s another story.

residential customers can apply for up to twenty
$100 bill credits per address.

In 2009, Madison Water Utility began offering
customers $100 rebates to replace old, waterwasting toilets with high-efficiency EPA WaterSense models. Since then, thousands of Madison home and business owners have taken advantage of the Toilet Rebate Program, replacing
more than 17,000 old toilets and saving an estimated 1,088,847,183 gallons of water.

“If you haven’t replaced a toilet, definitely look
at our program,” says Van Aartsen, noting that
the Toilet Rebate Program has saved participants
$5.7 million in water and sewer costs over the
last decade. She also points out that replacing
old toilets is about more than conserving water.

“That is a big number,” says Madison Water
Utility customer service supervisor Marie Van
Aartsen, who oversees the program. “We’re excited to save such a large amount of such a precious resource.”

“It’s not just the water, but the energy it takes to
get the water out of the ground and pumped out
to all the homes and businesses in our community. It’s a second resource that we’re also saving,” she says.

The program has saved about 2.2 million kilowatt hours of electricity so far, equivalent to the
Van Aartsen says old toilets are notorious water amount of electricity needed to power 276 Madiwasters. That vintage 1950s pink toilet sitting in son homes for a year. Madison Water Utility custhe downstairs half bath? It likely uses 5 gallons tomers can find more information about the
of treated drinking water with every flush.
program at MadisonWater.org or by calling (608)
“That was just the norm. You really didn’t think 266-4651.
about it,” Van Artsen says. “But we want people
to think about it. The Toilet Rebate Program has
a dual function – besides saving water, it’s also a
way for us to get the conservation message out.”
It’s not just homeowners the utility is trying to
reach. Old water-wasting toilets can be seen in
businesses, restaurants and bars across Madison.
That’s why Madison Water Utility recently expanded its rebate program to include all buildings—from schools to apartments to restaurants
and shopping centers. The Toilet Rebate Program’s $100 bill credits are first-come, firstserved until funding is exhausted. Non-
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Summer Nights at Segoe Returns for Fifth Season
by Denise Lamb

Summer Nights at Segoe, MHCA’s summer concert series at Segoe Park, began with a small but
enthusiastic crowd entertained by All That Jazz
quintet on Friday, July 5. With the humidity
dropping and the breeze picking up, it was a perfect evening for a picnic and music in the park.
The rest of this year’s schedule includes:
July 12: Cajun Strangers, returning for a third
year and performing zydecco and Cajun music
from southwest Louisiana.
July 16: The Honey Pies, a quartet playing folk,
jazz, pop, and Americana music. As a trio, this
group closed out the series last year.
July 26: Breezy Hill Bluegrass, playing bluegrass,
country, and a little bit of gospel.
Food carts will begin serving at 5:30 p.m. and
remain on site until at least 7:30 p.m. Bring

chairs or blankets and plan to eat at the park
with food from the carts or bring your own picnic. Again this year, the MHCA provides a
chance to enjoy music, food, family, and friends
almost in your own backyard.
This is a family-friendly event, as playground
equipment and lots of open space give children
plenty of opportunities for play while the grownups listen to some great music.
In case of rain, we will relocate to Covenant
Presbyterian Church, 326 S. Segoe Rd. Check
the MHCA Facebook page for updates if the
weather looks iffy on concert days.

Music fans heard the All That Jazz Quintet play at
Segoe Park on Friday, July 5. There are three concerts left in the annual series. Plan to enjoy the
music this summer.

At Home in Midvale Heights

tending our Good Neighbor Project meetings
and those who increase our sense of community
Continued from p.1
by putting together events such as our annual
You and your neighbors put on many enjoyable neighborhood picnic and our area garage sale.
community activities throughout the year and do There's a lot to like about Midvale Heights and I
a lot of volunteer work to make this neighborhope you'll consider becoming an official memhood an awesome place to live. Thanks to those ber of your community association in 2019 to
who keep our neighborhood looking pretty by
help us stay awesome and keep people targeting
growing native plants in our open spaces and
their house hunting in Midvale Heights.
those who keep our neighborhood safe by at-
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Annual Garage Sale Set for Friday and Saturday,
August 30 and 31
Start cleaning out those closets—the Midvale
Heights Community Association’s (MHCA) annual garage sale is weeks away. Official dates and
times for this year’s sale are Friday, August 30,
and Saturday, August 31, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Participants can choose to hold their sale on one
or both days and set their own hours. Registration this year is just $5.00.
More than 20 Midvale Heights neighbors usually
participate in the sale. There is strength in numbers: the more homes participating, the bigger
the crowds shopping the sales! The MHCA advertises the sale in the State Journal and Isthmus
newspapers, online at Madison.com, the Isthmus
Daily Page, Craigslist, NextDoor, the Garage
Sale Tracker app, and other websites. Participants are encouraged to run their own ads in the
State Journal and other locations for added visibility.
A feature of the sale is an online map on the
MHCA website (www.midvaleheights.org) that
buyers can download to guide them through the
sale. Participants can also arrange for St. Vincent
de Paul, confirmed for 2019, to pick up unsold
items for donation on Saturday afternoon. The
$5.00 registration fee covers advertising,
neighborhood signs, and maps for participants
to distribute to sale shoppers. A packet containing sale guidelines, a sign designating partici-

pants, maps for shoppers, and a list of those
wishing to have St. Vincent de Paul pick up unsold items will be distributed to participants before the sale.
This year there are two ways that neighbors can
register: Either use the garage sale registration
form on page 8 of this issue OR go to: http://
midvaleheights.org/GS2019Register. Forms can
also be downloaded from the Midvale Heights
website. Michelle Kempf-Weibel and John
Weibel are chairs of the garage sale and can be
reached at mhcagaragesales@midvaleheights.org
with questions. Forms are due back to Michelle
and John August 2 in order to be included in the
online map and the St. Vincent de Paul pick up
list. This is a great chance to declutter and make
some money at the same time.

20th ANNUAL MIDVALE HEIGHTS NEIGHBORHOOD GARAGE SALE
Friday, August 30, and Saturday, August 31, 2019
(Labor Day weekend)
8 a.m. – 2 p.m. both days
(Each homeowner may choose to set their own hours)
Registration cost is just $5. This fee provides signage, many varied forms of advertising, and listing of your house on our garage sale map that includes
categories of items in your sale. We will also coordinate with St. Vincent de Paul to collect your unsold items at the end of the sale on Saturday afternoon!
THREE EASY STEPS:
Fill out the form below OR register online at: http://midvaleheights.org/GS2019Register. Please check the box to designate if you will be holding your
garage sale on both Friday and Saturday or Saturday only or Friday only. Check the boxes to show which categories your sale will feature.
Please consider an additional tax-deductible contribution to benefit the Midvale Heights Community Association.
Return the form no later than Friday, August 2, 2019 to:
Michelle Kempf-Weibel and John Weibel, MHCA Garage Sale Coordinators
5122 Sherwood Road
Madison, WI 53711 (forms can be either mailed or dropped off in their mailbox)
Garage sale packets will be distributed to each sale site by volunteers a few days before the garage sale. Packets include general guidelines, Garage
Sale Maps for distribution at your sale, an Official Sign to post at your sale and information about the St. Vincent de Paul Collection.
Questions? Please email Michelle and John at mhcagaragesales@midvaleheights.org.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ——————————————————————————

REGISTRATION FORM (please complete all areas)
Name (print clearly) ___________________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________________________
Phone Number____________________________

E-Mail Address _____________________________

I plan to hold a garage sale at my home.
Enclosed is my registration fee of $5.00.

$5.00

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

□
□

My garage sale will be held on both Friday, August 30 & Saturday, August 31

□

My garage sale will be held on Saturday, August 31, only.

My garage sale will be held on Friday, August 30, only.

MY GARAGE SALE will feature the following categories of items (please check all that apply):

□

Kids/Baby Clothing/Toys

□

Furniture

□

Women’s or Men’s Clothing

□

Antiques/Collectibles

□

General Household

□

Books/Jewelry

□

Other, please specify: _____________________________________ (limit of 10 words)

□ I would like to have St. Vincent de Paul pick up my unsold items following the sale (confirmed for 2019).
□ I would like to make an additional contribution to support the Midvale Heights Community Association.

$_______

TOTAL ENCLOSED

$_______

Please make your check payable to: Midvale Heights Community Association (MHCA). We MUST receive your registration by August 2 to
include your sale on Neighborhood Garage Sale Map.

