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Calendar:
May 28: MHCA board meeting,
Sequoya Branch Library, 6:45 to
8:45 p.m.
June 2: Friends of the Library
book sale, Westgate, 9 a.m. to 4
p.m.
June 12: Neighborhood Watch,
Midvale Community Lutheran
Church, 6:30 to 8 p.m.
June 15: Copy deadline for JulyAugust 2018 Midvale
Messenger.
June 16: Friends of the Library
book sale, Westgate, 9 a.m. to 4
p.m.
June 20: Neighborhood picnic,
Oak Park Heights Park, 6 p.m. to
dusk. (Rain date is June 27 at the
park.)
June 26: MHCA board meeting,
Sequoya Branch Library, 6:45 to
8:45 p.m.
July 4: Westmorland neighborhood Fourth of July celebration,
Westmorland Park.
July 6: Friends of the Library
book sale, Westgate, 9 a.m. to 4
p.m.
No MHCA board meeting in
July.

MIDVALE MESSENGER
The Midvale Messenger is published six times a
year by the Midvale Heights Community
Association. Copy deadlines are the 15th of
February, April, June, August, October, and
December.
Editor: Denise Lamb
newsletter @midvaleheights.org
Distribution: Kelly Murdock
kelly2.murdock@gmail.com
President: Jenny Chipault
MHCA-President@Midvale Heights.org

President’s Message

Neighborhood Parks to Be Upgraded
by Jenny Chipault

Midvale Heights is lucky to have several parks
and playgrounds where families and friends
can congregate. Both residents and workers
from places like the Research Park use our
facilities daily in the summer. Playground
equipment in two of our popular parks, Segoe
and William Slater, both on Segoe Rd., will be
upgraded this summer. In addition, the dog
park on Segoe Rd. will be enlarged.
In summer 2019 the City of Madison Parks Division will start
overhauling Segoe and William Slater Parks. There have been
multiple meetings where community input was sought and
there are now plans in place for both parks. Because the two
parks are near each other, there will be a different feel at each
location; Segoe Park will have more traditional playground
equipment in vibrant colors, while Slater Park will become a
nature playscape, with logs and grass berms and digging areas.
Readers can see plans and pictures online, as well as review
meeting minutes from past meetings on this topic, at the city’s
website at https://www.cityofmadison.com/parks/projects/
and by clicking the links to Segoe Park Playground Replacement and William Slate Park Playground Replacement.
In addition to these playground improvements, the Odana
School dog park will increase from one to three acres, with part
of the addition possibly sectioned off for small dogs. The park
has proved so popular that its surface cannot recover quickly
after bad weather: Too many paws don’t allow the grass to recoup, resulting in lots of mud. The expansion will help the park
handle more dogs. For more information, check Madison’s
website at https://www.cityofmadison.com/parks/projects/,
then clicking the link to Odana School Dog Park.
Thanks to everyone who spent time over the winter going to
the park planning meetings, organizing fundraisers, or helping
in other ways to get our Midvale Heights parks updated. Now
that spring is here, we can all start daydreaming about warm
days hanging out at our new parks!
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Neighborhood News Briefs
Friends of the Library
Book Sales

Thursday, June 21. Musical acts
will be performing
on
the church’s
Upcoming sale dates for the
Friends of Sequoya book sales are lawn from 4 to
June 2 and 16 and July 6 at West- 8 p.m. Pergate Mall next to TJ Maxx from 9 formers will
a.m. to 4 p.m. Our $2 bag sale on include Raine
discounted items begins at 1 p.m. Stern (young
singer/
We greatly appreciate the genersongwriter), Chromatix A Capous donations
pella Singers, The Madison Flute
from our
Club, and the Sea Monsters (fiveneighborhood.
piece classic rock band). Hot
Donations can
dogs, chips, and lemonade will be
be left at the
served. It’s all free, so bring your
library or
lawn chairs or blankets and join
brought to the
Friends of Sequoya Shop on book the musical fun. The show goes
on rain or shine.
sale days and on our Thursday
morning volunteer work day. We Goodman Pool to Offer
also can pick up large donations. Scholarships
To volunteer with the Friends, ask Donations from the Madison
at the Sequoya Help Desk, come Parks Foundation and the Irwin
to the shop on Thursday from 9
A. and Robert D. Goodman
a.m. to noon, or call the shop at
Foundation, will provide scholar608-288-9848 and leave a mesships for general pool admission,
sage.
lessons, lifeguard certifications,
and the Waves Swim and Dive
Blessed Sacrament
Team at the Goodman Pool,
School to Offer
which will open for the summer
Montessori Classes
on Thursday, June 13. Scholarship
Blessed Sacrament School is
opening a Montessori Children’s money is available to families with
House, a classroom serving chil- youth aged 18 years and younger
who are residents of the city or
dren ages 3-6. The Children’s
House will operate alongside the town of Madison or enrolled in
single-age 3K and 4K classrooms the Madison Metropolitan School
already offered at the school. For District. Goodman Pool offers
more information about the pro- swimming lessons for all ages and
abilities, taught by certified staff.
gram, contact Steve CastrogioGoodman Pool is located at 325
vanni, Principal, Blessed SacraW. Olin Ave. For more informament School, 608-233-6155.
tion, see
Make Music Madison
www.cityofmadison.com/parks/
at Bethany Church
pool/or contact pool staff at
Bethany United Methodist
Goodman Pool, 608-264-9292 or
Church, 3910 Mineral Point Rd., at goodmanpool
will be a host for the 2019 Make @cityofmadison.com
Music Madison celebration on

MSCR Offers Fit2Go

MSCR is offering a new program
for kids this summer in Madison
parks. Its goal is to provide free,
fun activities and games that are
adaptive to any age. Activities include soccer, disc golf, obstacle
courses, Imagination Playground
puzzles, and many other activities.
The Fit2Go instructors will be at
Midvale Heights’ Segoe Park on
Wednesday, July 10, form 1 to 4
p.m. and again on Thursday, August 8, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Fit2Go will be in all city parks
over the course of the summer;
check the complete schedule for
dates and times at other parks
near Midvale Heights at
www.MSCR.org.
Fit2Go-4You is also available for
block parties, birthday parties, and
other events. Check the MSCR
website listed above for more information.

Page 3

Are You Prepared for Severe Summer Weather?
by Steve Fitzsimmons

Were you living in Midvale Heights in 2004
when the F-1 tornado struck? It downed trees,
damaged homes, and left hundreds of people
without power for days. It was one of Madison’s
largest natural disasters. In 2014, a tornado
touched down and damaged trees and houses off
Schroeder Road, and last year a surprise October
tornado caused significant damage on Madison’s
east side.

and a first-aid kit. Cell phones may not work,
and the power could go out, so have a weather
radio or other portable battery-operated radio
available so you can continue to get news and
alerts. It is also handy to have a whistle so someone can hear you if your location is hit and you
are trapped or buried in debris or tree branches.

And don’t forget to plan for your pets. Get them
ready at the first sign of an approaching severe
Summer is severe weather season in Wisconsin storm. Put dogs on a leash and cats in a carrier.
and can include tornadoes, large hail, flooding
Move your pets to the shelter ahead of the
rains, and straight-line winds. To keep your fam- storm, and don’t forget to bring along pet food
ily safe:
and any meds you might need should you be
trapped for a time following the storm.
 Be aware that severe weather can happen
at any time.
Following these steps can help you, your family,
and your pets survive any extreme weather that
 Stay informed by purchasing a weather
comes Madison’s way this summer.
alert radio or downloading a smart
phone app to notify you of approaching
storms.


Plan ahead so you and your family know
what to do and where to go during a severe storm or tornado.

Wisconsin averages 23 tornadoes a year, but in
2018 the National Weather Service confirmed 33
in our state. The average Tornado Warning lead
time was 8 minutes. When the tornado sirens
blare, do you know where to take cover at home
or work? Choose a basement or interior room
on the lowest level away from corners, windows,
doors, and outside walls. The worst places to be
during a tornado are in a mobile home or vehicle, underneath a highway underpass or in a large
open interior space like a gymnasium or warehouse store.
Wear shoes in case you have to walk on glass or
debris if your home or business is damaged, and
have an emergency safety kit with a flashlight,
batteries, bottled water, non-perishable food,
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County Board Supervisor Report
by Carousel Bayrd

Hello Midvale Heights!
Hope everyone is enjoying
the warmer weather—
finally! Here’s what we’ve
been up to on the county
board.
Lake Levels: As I’ve
noted in past columns, we
are working tirelessly to
address potential flooding in Dane County. One
of the big issues is removing sediment from waterways, so that water can move faster through
the chain of lakes and drain out of Madison and
Dane County. To that end, the county has invested $200,000 in sediment removal from the
Yahara River, to increase its flow and help lake
levels decrease during heavy rains.
Census: Every 10 years, the US government
counts the number of people living in our nation
in a census. These counts are very important, as
they affect the level of federal, state, and local
services a community receives; representation in
government; education funding; and much
more. Many people are concerned that the 2020
census, overseen by the Trump administration,
will undercount populations in cities and diverse
communities. Dane County has established its
own census committee to help coordinate and
oversee census counting in Madison and
throughout the county, to ensure we are accurately counted. I am proud to have been a cosponsor of this initiative.
Racial Disparities: The population in the Dane
County jail has continued to decrease as the
county has expanded electronic monitoring, revamped initial appearance and bail assessment,
created restorative justice alternatives, and expanded drug court slots. However, racial disparities throughout the criminal justice system have
not changed. I am leading the county’s detailed
review of all criminal justice initiatives, to peel

back the multiple barriers to access. More to
come as we do a deeper dive this summer.
Dane County Jail: How long have we been
talking about this? In 2017, the County Board
approved remodeling the Dane County Jail to
eliminate solitary confinement, add mental
health and medical beds, create efficiencies by
combining three facilities into one, and reduce
our jail size by almost 10%. After years of reports and consideration, we thought we had finally moved forward with this. Then we found
out that the remodel wasn’t possible because the
infrastructure of the current jail space is not as
solid as we had been led to believe by the initial
developers. So we find ourselves back at square
one. In June, the county board will again vote to
build a smaller jail. I will be voting in support of
the new space again. Our current jail is unsafe
and inhumane, with lead in the water, faulty
locks, and solitary confinements beds that
worsen the condition of inmates. We have
passed the buck on this for too long, and it is
time to fix this problem.
Airport Service Expansion: Some good news
for travelers! As our city grows, so too do nonstop destinations from our county airport, which
has added nonstop flights to Los Angeles, San
Francisco, Los Vegas, Phoenix, Tampa, and
Orlando in recent months.
Please contact me with your questions or comments at bayrd@countyofdane.com or at 608658-7333.
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Common Council Alder Report
by Zachary Henak

Hello and thank you
to all of you who
opened your door to
me when I was campaigning. I enjoyed
getting to know Midvale Heights and the
people who make it
such a desirable
neighborhood. I
started orientation just 3 days after being elected
and was sworn in as your alder on April 16.
Since then, I have been spending Saturdays in
orientations and evenings at community meetings or department introductions with the cohort of new alders (9 of the 20 Madison alders
are new this year). This has included an introduction to my committee assignments: Board of
Park Commissioners, Community Development
Block Grant Committee, Downtown Coordinating Committee, City-County Liaison Committee,
and Allied Area Task Force. I have really enjoyed learning more about where our city is today, how we got here, and what is coming in the
future.
As your alder, I plan to serve District 10 and
Midvale Heights well, which means being accessible to all my constituents. You can contact me
by email at district10@cityofmadison.com or by
phone at 608-471-2900. If I am not available,
please leave a message. I hope to return phone
calls within one business day and respond to
emails within two business days. You can also
find me regularly in Midvale Heights:
Midvale Heights Community Association
meetings:
When: 6:45 p.m., 4th Tuesday of the month
Where: Sequoya Library
Info: I have attended this meeting regularly over
the past several months and will continue to do
so whenever possible.
District 10 Alder Office Hour:
When: 6 p.m., 4th Tuesday of the month
Where: Sequoya Library

Info: I will be in the working space just outside
the MHCA board meeting room starting at 6
p.m. before the Midvale Heights Community
Association meetings. Please feel free to stop by
as this is time I have set aside for you. No appointment necessary.
Coffee With a Cop:
When: 9 a.m. every Thursday
Where: Steep and Brew, 6656 Odana Rd.
Info: I will attend this event most of the time
(sometimes with my son Obadiah in tow). We
have already attended twice and have received a
great response from the attendees.
While most of my time in these first few weeks
has been spent connecting with staff, fellow alders, and community leaders, progress has been
made on a few neighborhood issues in our district, including the improvements being made at
Midvale Heights parks this summer:
Segoe Park Reconstruction:
Segoe is slated to be in the first round of summer park construction and is projected to have
work start in mid-June. Construction is several
weeks behind schedule due to a documentation
error on the bidding process. I have been in contact with the lead on the project; she has assured
me that she is in close contact with T-ball reps
and the season will not be impacted. The following link is the best place to stay up to date on
information, as there should be a resident meeting prior to construction:
https://www.cityofmadison.com/parks/
projects/segoe-park-playground-replacementcontract-2019-playgrounds-group-1
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Area Trash and Manure to Be Converted
to Renewable Fuel
by Dane County Executive Joe Parisi

In a project that is the first of its kind in the nation, changes are being made at Dane County’s
landfill that will significantly change how it operates in the future. When new construction is
completed, Dane County will be able to turn
trash and cow manure into renewable fuel, preserving environment and natural resources.

nure digesters, to inject their purified and compressed gas into the pipeline. Digesters reduce
greenhouse gas emissions by collecting and destroying methane from cow manure that would
otherwise be emitted into the atmosphere.

They also keep manure off the land, which reduces phosphorus on fields prone to runoff durWhen it breaks down, garbage at the landfill cre- ing heavy rain events that can get into waterways
ates biogas, which contains about 50 percent
and cause algae blooms. Due to the increased
methane. While methane is a harmful greenrevenue opportunities for local digesters, this
house gas pollutant, it also makes up about 98
offloading station is expected to spur the develpercent of natural gas, which we can use as a
opment of more digesters in our area and signifirenewable energy source. Due to changing encantly increase Dane County’s lakes clean-up
ergy markets, Dane County has chosen to harefforts. In the end, the project will create renewness this gas through a new method and enhance able fuel to power vehicles across the region,
our environmental stewardship.
while keeping our area lakes and air clean for
future generations.
Beginning this summer, Dane County’s new
landfill biogas facility will convert landfill biogas
into nearly pure methane gas, which will then be
injected into the interstate transmission pipeline
that runs underneath the landfill so it can be
bought and used as renewable vehicle fuel. This
conversion will eliminate thousands of tons of
greenhouse gas emissions, a leading cause of the
extreme weather events triggered by climate
change.
The new facility will also have a biogas offloading station to allow biogas producers, like ma-
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MGE Plans to Expand Local Solar Supply
MGE plans to expand its community solar program, Shared Solar, with a second solar installation in Madison. Customers who subscribe to
Shared Solar receive up to half of their annual
electric use through the program, which offers
customers locally generated solar energy.

businesses with renewable energy. Subscribers
pay a one-time upfront fee to participate and a
fixed rate per kilowatt-hour (kWh) for up to half
of their annual electricity use.

“Worth Waiting For” List

bon emissions at least 40% from 2005 levels by
2030 and 80% by 2050. As part of energy2030together.com, MGE plans to expand
Shared Solar and build a second solar array under the program.

For customers who would like to power their
home or business with 100% renewable energy,
In 2017, MGE’s Shared Solar program began
MGE also offers the Green Power Tomorrow
when MGE and the City of Middleton partnered program (GPT). Subscribers to GPT pay a
to place a 500-kilowatt array on the roof of the penny more per kWh to receive a percentage or
city’s Municipal Operations Center. The prospecific dollar amount of their electricity from
gram sold out quickly, and MGE is working to wind and solar resources in our region. To sign
expand the program. According to Cheri
up, or to get more information, visit mge.com/
Salmon, MGE Market Development Manager,
GPT.
“Shared Solar offers customers solar energy at
Shared Solar, Shared Goals
minimal upfront cost, and it is clean energy gen- By supporting Shared Solar, customers are also
erated right here in the communities we serve.” helping MGE advance its goal of reducing carMGE is building a waiting list of interested residential and business customers. Those on the
waiting list will be among the first to learn details
about the program’s expansion. To join the program’s waiting list, visit mge.com/SharedSolar.
Shared Solar makes it easy to power homes or
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Summer Nights at Segoe Returns for Fifth Season
by Denise Lamb

Summer Nights at Segoe, MHCA’s summer concert series at Segoe Park, will return in July 2019
with something for everyone in its musical
lineup. Scheduled for Friday evenings, bands will
play at the park from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on July 5,
12, 19, and 26. Food carts will be at the park by
5:30 p.m. on concert evenings for hungry concert goers.
This year’s schedule is:
July 5: All That Jazz combo, performing old and
new jazz favorites.
July 12: Cajun Strangers, returning for a third
year and performing zydecco and Cajun music
from southwest Louisiana.
July 16: The Honey Pies, a quartet playing folk,
jazz, pop, and Americana music. As a trio, this
group closed out the series last year.
July 26: Breezy Hill Bluegrass, playing bluegrass,
country, and a little bit of gospel.
This is a family-friendly event, as playground
equipment and lots of open space give children
plenty of opportunities for play while Mom and
Dad listen to some great music.
Food carts will begin serving at 5:30 p.m. and

Crowd favorite, Cajun Strangers, plays at
last year’s Summer Nights at Segoe.

remain on site until at least 7:30 p.m. Bring
chairs or blankets and plan to eat at the park
with food from the carts or bring your own picnic. Again this year, the MHCA provides a
chance to enjoy music, food, family, and friends
almost in your own backyard.
In case of rain, we will relocate to Covenant
Presbyterian Church, 326 S. Segoe Rd. Check
the MHCA Facebook page for updates if the
weather looks iffy on concert days.

Meet your Neighbors,
Enjoy Great Food
This year’s Midvale Heights
annual neighborhood picnic
will be Thursday, June 20, at
Oak Park Heights (Piper)
Park, with a rain date of
June 27 at the park. The picnic will run from 6 p.m. to
dusk. There is playground
equipment at the park to
keep young attendees busy.
MHCA will provide brats, hot dogs, chicken
breasts, and veggie burgers with buns and condiments and water. As in the past, the Chocolate
Shoppe will donate ice cream for dessert.
Attendees are asked to bring a dish to pass that
will serve 12, beverages for their family, and
chairs or a picnic blanket. Organizers suggest
veggie and fruit salads, veggie casseroles, baked
beans, appetizers, and desserts as possible contributions to the meal. Everyone in the
neighborhood is invited, so plan to join your
friends and neighbors for this event. For any
questions about the picnic, please contact organizers Kristin Ruedi-Krauss at
kruedi@yahoo.com or Jolynne Roorda at
jroorda@folktheory.com. If it rains again on
June 27, we will move to the fellowship hall of
Midvale Lutheran Church at Tokay and Midvale
Blvds. Check the MHCA website
(midvaleheights.org ) or the MHCA Facebook
page for info on the day of the picnic.

