Midvale Messenger
SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 2018

Calendar:
October 6: Friends of the Library book
sale, Westgate, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
October 9: Neighborhood Watch, Midvale Community Lutheran Church, 6:30
to 8 p.m.
October 15: Copy deadline for November-December Messenger.
October 18: Mid-Town Station open
house, 4020 Mineral Point Rd., 5 to 8
p.m.
October 23: MHCA annual meeting,
Sequoya Branch Library, 6:30 to 8:45
p.m.
November 2: Friends of the Library
book sale, Westgate, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
November 6: Election Day, polls at
Sequoya Branch Library open 7 a.m. to
8 p.m.
November 13: Neighborhood Watch,
Midvale Community Lutheran Church,
6:30 to 8 p.m.
November 27: MHCA monthly board
meeting, Sequoya Branch Library, 6:45
to 8:45 p.m.
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President’s Message

Serenity in the Mundane
by Jenny Chipault

I was away from home a lot this spring
and summer for vacations, time with
family, work trainings, and so on.
Even without a lot of travel, summer
always feels like a very busy time to
me.
Now, with summer in the rearview
mirror, I’m sliding back into homebased routines that feel welcoming.
Little things, like walking to the library with the dog to
return a book or sitting in the hammock in my yard and
staring at the stars, suddenly feel magical now because for
months I was scrambling to fit in those slices of time at
home. I’ll miss the glimpses of summer in Midvale
Heights: kids playing baseball at Piper Park, concerts at
Segoe Park, food trucks on Midvale, multi-generational
families gathered on front lawns. And bigger moments,
such as heading out with my community to vote in the
primaries or getting in some time at the Memorial Union
terrace before the students return to campus, make me
appreciate living in Madison even more.
I hope you had some moments of serenity nearby this
summer. I also hope that as we return to school routines
and all the different sorts of busyness that come after Labor Day, we all find time to appreciate the normal day-today. Wave to the crossing guards, watch how the tree
color in Slater Park
morphs, and soak up
some mosquito-free
evenings on your
back deck. Our
neighborhood offers
up some great bits of
mundane.
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Neighborhood News Briefs
Friends of the Library
Book Sales

13, November 10, December 8,
January 12, February 9, March
9, April 13, and May 11 at 6033
Thank you for your generous
donations! With proceeds from Odana Road, Madison. All are
our recent sales, we will resume welcome at this free event. For
Sunday Jazz, continue Donuts further information, check at
https://www.facebook.com/
with Dad, and add new book
UniversityHousesPreschool.
selections to
the Too Good
Bison Prairie Sees
to Miss, Teens’
Improvements
Choice, and
The Bison Prairie rejuvenation
Star Wars collections. Upcoming sale dates for project is now in its second
the Friends of Sequoya Saturday year. A faithful volunteer crew
both planted over 80 small
sales are October 6 and November 2 at Westgate Mall next seedlings in May and June in the
area that was previously overrun
to TJ Maxx from 9 a.m. to 4
by Canada Goldenrod and
p.m. Our $2 bag sale on discounted items begins at 1 p.m. weeded the site throughout the
Donations can be left at the li- summer. In addition, our conbrary or brought to the Friends sultant, Good Oaks Ecological
of Sequoya Shop on book sale Services, has eradicated more
days and on Thursday morning. Canada Goldenrod by “handWe also can pick up large dona- painting” each stalk with herbicide. Although labor intensive,
tions. To volunteer with the
Friends ask at the Sequoya Help this technique was very successful last summer in targeting only
Desk, come to the shop at
the intended species. Next year,
Westgate on Thursday from 9
we will cona.m. to noon, or call the shop at
tinue with
608-288-9848 and leave a mesplanting and
sage.
weeding to improve the diSaturday Playgroups
versity of flowPlanned for University
ers, grasses, and sedges in this
Houses Preschool
University Houses Preschool is well-visited area. To Learn/
Volunteer/Donate, follow us at
inviting Midvale Heights premidvaleheightsprairies.org.
schoolers and their parents to
monthly Saturday morning play
sessions this fall. While parents Free Car Inspections for
chat, the kids can play and join Seniors
sing-alongs. Parents are asked to The Firestone auto repair shop
at West Towne is offering free
bring a snack. The groups are
automobile inspections for drivscheduled for Saturdays from
10:30 a.m. to noon on October ers 55 and older on Wednesday,

October 10, from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. to make sure their cars are
safe and reliable for winter driving. To reserve a time, call 608238-7787.
Midtown Police Station
Now Open

Madison’s new Midtown Police
Station, located at 4020 Mineral
Point Road, is now open. The
new station’s district extends
east to the old West station’s
boundaries, but now ends essentially at Gammon Road, the
Beltline, and Whitney Way on
the west. All of Midvale Heights
is included in the new district.
The station will host a public
open house for interested citizens on Thursday, October 18,
from 5 to 8 p.m.
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Neighborhood Watch News

by Kris Schutte, MHNW Program Coordinator

Did you know that our neighborhood watch
group has adopted a Mission Statement? The
volunteer steering team settled on this: “Midvale
Heights Neighborhood Watch: Neighbors working together for a safe and caring community
through cooperation, education, and awareness.”
It expresses our goals of giving neighbors tools
to enhance their safety at home and in the community and encouraging positive interactions and
friendliness.
With this in mind, we provide this safety reminder: As the new school year begins, be extra
aware of children on foot or on bicycles. They
may be excited or distracted, so be vigilant and
cooperate with crossing guards at intersections.
Also know the rules for the school buses that
transport many students to class. If the driver
flashes red warning lights, motorists in both directions must come to a complete stop at least
20 feet from the bus until the driver turns them
off. If you see yellow warning lights, you may

pass with care. Failure to obey these laws puts
children in danger. Remember that school bus
drivers can report your violation to police within
24 hours, resulting in a fine of $30-$300.
FALL 2018 EVENTS:
Please join us on the following Tuesday evenings
at 6:30 p.m. in the lower level fellowship hall of
the Midvale Community Lutheran Church, 4329
Tokay Blvd.
October 9: YOUTH GUN VIOLENCE AND
GANG ACTIVITY, presented by Madison Police. There have been recent shots-fired incidents
in our neighborhood, with very young kids stealing cars and guns. What’s happening? Bring
your questions and concerns to this meeting.
November 13: SITUATIONAL AWARENESS:
WHAT IS IT? HOW TO USE IT! Learn to be
more aware of your surroundings, be smarter
about personal safety, provide better life-saving
information when you call 911, and recognize
trouble much more quickly.
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2017 NIP Indicators Now Available for Searches
The City of Madison Neighborhood Indicators
(NIP) 2017 Edition is now available. The NIP is
a tracking system designed to follow neighborhoods’ wellness over time. Residents can use it
to view specific topics and associated indicators
for the City of Madison, Planning Districts, and
neighborhood Associations/area geographies.
The tracking system also provides info on various topic areas (people and place, community
action and involvement, housing quality and
availability, public safety, health and family wellbeing, economic vitality, and transportation).
Users can easily locate info about their neighborhood and find other areas in Madison with similar issues or concerns.
For those unfamiliar with the City of Madison
NIP, the city will be providing training sessions
this fall during which it hopes to share examples
of how neighborhood groups have used/are using the data in their neighborhood work. As a

start, neighbors can explore the website to view
their neighborhood indicators at https://
madison.apl.wisc.edu. Any comments/feedback
from community members will be appreciated
by city staff. Contact Milena Bernardinello at
MBernardinello@cityofmadison.com with questions about the site or classes.

For Cats Only
Lakeview Veterinary Clinic recently opened The
Cat Annex, for cats only, to its practice. The annex is located next door to the current clinic in
the empty former Mallatt’s Pharmacy building.
The cats-only annex is designed to make cats
more comfortable when visiting the doctor and
features three private exam rooms furnished
with cat beds, cat trees to climb, places to play,
and cat-calming scent dispensers.
“We are very excited about the expansion and
our ability to increase access to care for both
dogs and cats,” noted Dr. Pam Mache, co-owner
of the clinic with her husband, Tom. “We are
also very happy that we have the opportunity to
keep the iconic Mallatt’s building housing a
neighborhood business.”
As part of the new Cat Annex, Lakeview Veterinary Clinic is partnering with the Madison Cat
Project (formerly Dane County Friends of
Ferals) and has an adoption room housing cats
and kittens that are in need of loving homes.
Drop-in visitors are welcome.
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Annual Meeting Set for October 23
The MHCA will hold its annual membership
meeting on Tuesday, October 23, beginning at
6:30 p.m. at the Sequoya Branch Library. Our
guest speaker will be Megan Hile, who recently
established the Madison Chocolate Company,
located on Monroe Street.
Hile, a fellow Midvale
Heights resident, will talk
about her adventures researching the production
and harvesting of cocoa
beans as well as recipes in South America and
her experiences establishing a successful small
business in Madison.
Also on the agenda will be a report on the
neighborhood from president Jenny Chipault
and brief presentations by Alder Mo Cheeks and
County Supervisor Carousel Bayrd.
Members will also vote for Area Directors from

even-numbered areas to serve two-year terms.
Those on the ballot will be:
Area 2
Gary Poulson
Area 4
Peter Schell
Area 6
Elizabeth Mackey
Area 8
Tom Jarvis and
Lorie Raihala
Area 10
Wendy Weber
Area 12
Jenny Chipault and
Greg Fischer
Area 14
Jon Lager
There will be time for questions and conversations with the speakers and your neighbors. Join
the MHCA board and Midvale Heights friends
for a fun, informative evening. Refreshments
will be provided.

MGE Expands Solar Energy Program
MGE’s Shared Solar program was launched
about a year and a half ago with customer support. Those subscribing to the program use
some solar power generated by an array on the
roof of the Middleton Municipal Operations
Center. The voluntary program sold out quickly,
and MGE is now expanding Shared Solar to give
more customers the opportunity to participate
and grow solar energy in Madison.

participating can:
 Subscribe for up to 50% of their annual electricity use.
 Pay a one-time, up-front fee and a fixed perkilowatt-hour rate for solar.
 Pay the standard rate for the rest of their
electricity.
 Take solar with them if they move within
MGE’s electric service area.
 Reserve their spot for 25 years but be alMGE is adding customers to a waiting list in
lowed to exit at any time.
preparation for expanding the program. Anyone
Working Together to Reach Shared Goals
interested in participating in the next phase of
solar energy in Madison can sign the waiting list Shared Solar grows Madison’s solar use and adat www.mge.com/sharedsolar and be among the vances MGE’s Energy 2030 framework, which
first to learn about next steps for using this en- includes the goal of supplying 30% renewable
ergy source. This opportunity will be available to energy by 2030. Customers are encouraged to
join the Shared Solar program to support the
customers on a first-come, first-served basis.
community’s shared energy goals. For more inFeatures of Shared Solar
formation, visit www.energy2030together.com.
Shared Solar is convenient and simple. Those
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MSCR Plans Fall Day Trips
MSCR has planned one-day trips for the fall, including trips to Milwaukee and Chicago. Any Madison
resident over 18 can participate. Register online at
mscr.org or in person at MSCR-Hoyt, located at
3802 Regent St.
African American History and Food Tour
in Milwaukee
Saturday, November 10, 8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Join us as we explore Milwaukee’s vibrant African

American heritage, including visits to two significant
churches in the African American community and
narration about Milwaukee’s African American history while traveling. Enjoy lunch at an African
American owned restaurant., then visit the Wisconsin African American Women’s Center for a drum
and dance presentation. Conclude your day with
dessert and shopping at an African American
owned bakery. Fee includes bus transportation,
tours, and lunch. Registration deadline is October
26, 2018. The bus will
load at 8:15 a.m. in front
of La Follette High
School on Pflaum Rd.
Fee: $92. Ages: 18+
Course: 19622
Michigan Avenue
Shopping in Chicago
Saturday, December 1,
7:30 a.m.-8:30 p.m.
Shop on Michigan Avenue or explore Chicago
during the holidays after a
trip in a comfortable,
double-decker bus. Approximate travel time is 3
hours each way, depending on traffic and
weather. We drop off as
close as possible to Michigan and E. Chicago Avenues. Bus loads at 7:15
a.m. on Pflaum Rd. in
front of LaFollette High
School. Register by October 1 and save $5. Youth
ages 8+ may register with
a participating adult. Fee:
$54. Ages: 18+
Course: 19620
For more information,
call 608-204-3000. Register at wwww.mscr.org.
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Recent Flooding a Harbinger of Future Problems
by Joe Parisi, County Executive

Over the last several weeks, Dane County has
experienced some of the worst flooding we have
ever seen. This tragedy has brought our community together, and I have been heartened by the
incredible demonstrations of neighbors helping
neighbors. Our first responders once again rose
to the occasion.

it comes to addressing climate change, and we
urge other municipalities, counties, and the state
to join our efforts. As we have seen, it is too
important to not address.

Dane County created a website that houses all of
our resources to help those affected by the recent floods. For more information and up-toIn the months ahead we will learn the extent of date resources please go to:
the damage to homes, businesses and infrastruc- https://dcflood.countyofdane.com/
ture. Dane County Emergency Management will
work with municipalities to help apply for relief.
What we are seeing in our community is that
climate change is real and will present more severe weather patterns, the extent of which we
have never seen. We must pull together as a
community, as a state and as a country to make
infrastructure changes that can handle more severe weather while also addressing fossil fuel
emissions that can cause the severe weather.
Dane County will continue to lead the way when

Page 8

Updated List of Discount Card Participating Businesses
MHCA members should be receiving their 2018- address, business closing, new participating mer2019 directories and discount cards shortly if
chant) are posted on the MHCA website at
they have not already arrived. Using the discount midvaleheights.org.
card can rapidly make up for members’ $15.00
membership dues and help the MHCA support
local businesses. We have updated the merchant
list for 2018-19 and provided the new list below.
Any necessary corrections during the year (new

Welcome New Members!

Participating Merchants 2018-19
10% off, except where indicated

Babe's Restaurant & Cocktails
Christine Otth, LLC, Medical Massage
Gigi's Cupcakes of Madison
I9 sports for children
Use code MDH10 for $10.00
Jiffy Lube

5614 Schroeder Rd
313 Price Place (near Hilldale Mall)
Hilldale Shopping Center
various locations
648 S. Whitney Way

$8.00 off Signature Service, +10% off added service

Luigi's Pizza
Lynn's of Madison - Art Supplies
M&R Sewing and Vacuum
Madison Smile Solutions, Dentists
Modern TV & Electronics Service

515 S. Midvale Blvd
5928 Odana Road
6115 Odana Road
5602 Odana Road
5621 Odana Rd., Suite A

10% off diagnostics fee

Nakoma Plaza Auto Repair and Sales
New Concepts Salon
Nile Mediterranean Cuisine
Nonno’s Ristorante Italiano
Nutzy Mutz & Crazy Catz (non-food purchases)
Raven Computers, Inc.
Style FX Hair Studio
Subway Store #24960 (5% discount)
The Electric Needle
Ulla Eyewear
West Madison Dental
Wisconsin Craft Market (stocked merch. only )

4514 Verona Road
5511 Odana Road
6119 Odana Road
704 S. Whitney Way
Sequoya Commons
5956 Odana Road
449 S. Yellowstone Drive
714 S. Whitney Way
4281 W. Beltline Highway
Hilldale Shopping Center
5610 Medical Circle, Suite 10
148 Westgate Mall

