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Calendar:

President’s Message

July 20: Summer Nights at Segoe, Acoustic Collective playing
vintage folk/rock, Segoe Park,
6:30-8:30 p.m.

Behind-the-Scenes Magic-Makers

July 27: Summer Nights at Segoe, Doug Brown and the Honey
Pies playing Americana, Segoe
Park, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
August 4: Friends of the Library
book sale, Westgate, 9 a.m. to 4
p.m.
August 14: Neighborhood
Watch, Midvale Community Lutheran Church, 6:30 to 8 p.m.
August 15: Copy deadline for
September-October 2018 Midvale Messenger.
August 28: MHCA board meeting, Sequoya Branch Library,
6:45 to 8:45 p.m.
August 31-September 1: MHCA
neighborhood garage sale
September 1: Friends of the Library book sale, Westgate, 9
a.m. to 4 p.m.
September 11: Neighborhood
Watch, Midvale Community Lutheran Church, 6:30 to 8 p.m.
September 15: Friends of the
Library book sale, Westgate, 9
a.m. to 4 p.m.
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by Jenny Chipault

Lately, I’ve been impressed by the people in
our neighborhood who step up and get stuff
done. Many of the summer activities and projects in Midvale Heights are successful due to
the initiative of volunteers who are not on the
Midvale Heights Community Association
(MHCA) board but pick something they are
interested in coordinating and pull it off. They
aren’t regular attendees of the monthly board
meetings or elected representatives; they are the magic-makers
who do things behind the scenes.
For example, two neighbors, with the help of their partners and
kids, plan and execute the annual neighborhood picnic in consultation with the board. But they mostly just do their thing and
poof, there’s an awesome picnic! Similarly, the Labor Day
weekend neighborhood garage sale is coordinated by a couple
who are not on the board but have been advertising the garage
sale via Nextdoor.com already. Poof, it’s on!
Other volunteers are hard at work doing summer gardening
projects at the Bison Prairie Gateway along Midvale Boulevard
and a prairie restoration site at the Odana Golf Course. They
make landscaping plans, recruit other volunteers, manage equipment, and put in hours of pulling weeds. Sometimes it’s something small but meaningful that just, poof, gets done. For example, our wooden Midvale Heights neighborhood sign across
from Hy-Vee on Odana Road has new flowers at its base
thanks to another couple that put in the time to make that
beautification project happen.
These are all projects that the MHCA board supports, both
conceptually and financially, but would not have the peoplepower to get from idea to reality if it weren’t for the committed
members of our community. Many thanks to Jolynne, Kristin,
Michelle, John, Marcel, Nancy, Randy, and Diana for all their
work this summer, and to the other magic-makers that work
throughout the year. If anyone else is interested in helping with
an ongoing project, or starting a new project, please know that
attending monthly meetings is not required and your neighbors
will really appreciate your help and initiative!
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Neighborhood News Briefs
Friends of the Library
Book Sales

brought to the Friends of Sequoya Shop on book sale days
and on our Thursday morning
Upcoming sale dates for the
volunteer work day. We also can
Friends of Sequoya book sales
pick up large donations. To volare August 4 and September 1
and at Westgate Mall next to TJ unteer with the Friends, ask at
Maxx from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Our the Sequoya Help Desk, come
to the shop on Thursday from 9
$2 bag sale on
a.m. to noon, or call the shop at
discounted
608-288-9848 and leave a mesitems begins at
sage.
1 p.m. We
greatly appreciate
Focus on Gangs
the generous donations
Emily House, a representative of
from our neighborhood. Dona- the Madison Police Department,
tions can be left at the library or will discuss gangs and the cur-

rent gang problem in Madison
on Wednesday, July 25, from
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church. She
will discuss gang culture, national gang trends, how gangs
effect everyone, and the methods the Madison Police Department uses to combat them.
Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church is located at 5701 Raymond Rd. in Madison. The talk
is sponsored by Triad, a national
program promoting safety and
crime prevention for seniors.

Selection of Electric Vehicles Continues to Grow
from Madison Gas and Electric

Today, many people may be considering an electric for their next car. There are now more than
40 electric vehicle models available in almost
every vehicle class, from the Chevy Bolt
hatchback to the Chrysler Pacifica minivan. That
number is expected to double in the next five
years.

10 to 50 miles on electricity before the gasoline
engine kicks in and can travel between 300 to
600 miles before needing a charge or fuel. In
addition to the Toyota Prius, many models are
available including the Chrysler Pacifica Minivan,
Honda Clarity, Mitsubishi Outlander, and BMW
330e.

All Electric or Gasoline Backup?

PHEV or BEV?

Like their gasoline counterparts, today's electric
vehicles offer many choices when it comes to
trim, color, and packages. And like gas-powered
vehicles, which may take either regular or premium fuel, electric vehicles also are fueled in
different ways. Some vehicles are all-electric—
battery electric vehicles (BEV) ,while others are
plug-in hybrid electric vehicles (PHEV).

In deciding on a PHEV or BEV, drivers should
examine their driving habits and lifestyle. With a
commute of 100 miles or less, a driver could use
a BEV. Someone routinely traveling longer distances to areas unlikely to have recharging stations would likely find a PHEV more useful.
The Future

It is clear automakers are committed to building
and selling electric vehicles for drivers with difWhat's the Difference?
BEVs like the Chevy Bolt, Nissan LEAF, and
ferent needs, price points, and features and are
Tesla Model 3 have an electric motor and run on likely to produce more choices for drivers. Some
electricity only. The battery recharges by plugpredict that there will be more than 100 models
ging into an electrical outlet or charging station. on the road by 2022. Check out Madison Gas
Today, BEVs can get 100 to 240 miles on a
and Electric's new online feature about electric
charge. Automakers are promising future models vehicles and charging options. Visit
will travel 300 miles or more on a single charge. energy2030together.com/EVRider for additional
PHEVs have an electric motor and battery along articles.
with a gasoline engine for backup. These run for
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Annual Garage Sale Set for August 31 and September 1
Start cleaning out those closets—the Midvale
Heights annual garage sale is weeks away. Official
dates and times for this year’s sale are Friday, August 31, and Saturday, September 1, from 8 a.m. to
2 p.m. Participants can choose to hold their sale on
one or both days and set their own hours. Registration this year is just $5.
More than 20 Midvale Heights
neighbors usually participate in
the sale. There is strength in
numbers: the more homes participating, the bigger the
crowds shopping the sales!
The MHCA advertises the sale
in the State Journal and Isthmus newspapers, online at
Madison.com, the Isthmus Daily Page, Craigslist,
NextDoor, the Garage Sale Tracker app, and other
websites. Participants are encouraged to run their
own ads in the State Journal and other locations for
added visibility.
A feature of the sale is an interactive map on the
MHCA website (www.midvaleheights.org) that buy-

County Executive Report
by Joe Parisi

We all watched in horror as children were being
taken away from their parents at the US Mexico
Border, creating what has now become a humanitarian disaster. History will judge those in power for
the way they are treating our fellow human beings.
Here in Dane County we welcome our immigrant
community.
Last year Dane County created a new position, an
immigration specialist, along with seed money for a
legal assistance fund, to assist county immigrants in
the face of increasing hostility from the federal government. This sends a clear message that we care
about our immigrant community, standing with
them in word and deed as they endure unprecedented hostility from federal officials.
Immigrants are not a problem; they are a vital part
of the solution. There is no moral or logical reason
not to welcome them as neighbors. So we’re going
to fight for them, stand by them, and help them
realize the American Dream.

ers can download to guide them through the sale.
Participants can also arrange for St. Vincent de Paul,
confirmed for 2018, to pick up unsold items for donation on Saturday afternoon. The $5.00 registration fee covers advertising, neighborhood signs, and
maps for participants to distribute to sale shoppers.
A packet containing sale guidelines, a sign designating participants, maps for shoppers, and a list of
those wishing to have St. Vincent de Paul pick up
unsold items will be distributed to participants before the sale.
This year there are two ways you can register: Either
use the garage sale registration form on page 4 of
this issue OR go to:
http://midvaleheights.org/GS2018Register. Forms
can also be downloaded from the Midvale Heights
website. Michelle Kempf-Weibel and John Weibel
are chairs of the garage sale and can be reached at
mhcagaragesales @midvaleheights.org with questions. Forms are due back to Michelle and John August 3 in order to be included in the online interactive map and the St. Vincent de Paul pick up list.
The Acoustic Collective will play folk/rock
oldies on July 20, beginning at 6:30 p.m.

Two Park Concerts Remain
Summer Nights at Segoe, MHCA’s Friday night
summer concert series, continues on July 20 and
27. Join your neighbors for an entertaining summer evening almost in your own back yard. The
Acoustic Collective will perform folk and rock
from the 70s and 80s on July 20, and Doug
Brown and the Honey Pies will play Americana
(a little of everything) on July 27. Food carts will
begin serving at the park at 5:30 p.m., and the
concert will run from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

