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Calendar:
May 5: Friends of the Library
book sale, Westgate, 9 a.m. to 4
p.m.
May 8: Neighborhood Watch,
Midvale Community Lutheran
Church, 6:30 to 8 p.m.
May 22: MHCA board meeting,
Sequoya Branch Library, 6:45 to
8:45 p.m.
June 2: Friends of the Library
book sale, Westgate, 9 a.m. to 4
p.m.
June 12: Neighborhood Watch,
Midvale Community Lutheran
Church, 6:30 to 8 p.m.
June 15: Copy deadline for JulyAugust 2018 Midvale
Messenger.
June 16: Friends of the Library
book sale, Westgate, 9 a.m. to 4
p.m.
June 21: Neighborhood picnic,
Oak Park Heights Park, 6 p.m. to
dusk.
June 26: MHCA board meeting,
Sequoya Branch Library, 6:45 to
8:45 p.m.
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December.
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President’s Message

A Wild Life
by Jenny Chipault

Please excuse my personal bias here, but
most people love animals, right? As someone who studied wildlife conservation in
school and lived in very rural areas of the
western United States for years, I am sometimes astounded at the amount of wildlife I
see in this Midwestern city.
Just yesterday I saw two full-size turkeys
only a few blocks from my house as I returned home after
work; I used to see one female turkey with four fluffy young
on my daily commute, but the numbers dwindled as the
young grew in size. I watched a flicker and a woodpecker
duke it out for the best trees during my lunchtime walk today, their calls and their hammering echoing across a little
slice of prairie just south of our neighborhood. My husband,
who works on campus, recently sent me a picture of a tree
girdled by a beaver who has set up residence near his office.
Recently, a friend mentioned that a loon was stopping over
on Lake Wingra; I’ve seen them on Lake Monona. A few
weeks ago, my husband and I walked right past a sandhill
crane in a front yard on Hilltop Drive. We puzzled over how
this huge bird even landed successfully among all the trees
and houses, as they usually take to wide open fields. I saw a
red fox on this same stretch of Hilltop last year. Heck, I saw
a fox book it down the sidewalk right in front of my house in
the middle of the day a few months ago (and I quickly alerted
my neighbors to coop up their chickens!).
I once spotted a coyote about a block from the Odana
School dog park; that made me do a double-take to make
sure it wasn't an escapee dog! And of course there are rabbits
and squirrels and voles and chickadees. . . .We are surrounded. And we are lucky!
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Neighborhood News Briefs
Friends of the Library
Book Sales

Upcoming sale dates for the
Friends of Sequoya book sales
are May 5, June 2 and 16, and
July 7 at Westgate Mall next to
TJ Maxx from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m.
Our $2 bag sale
on discounted
items begins at 1
p.m. We greatly
appreciate the generous donations from our neighborhood.
Donations can be left at the library or brought to the Friends
of Sequoya Shop on book sale
days and on our Thursday
morning volunteer work day.
We also can pick up large donations. To volunteer with the
Friends, ask at the Sequoya
Help Desk, come to the shop
on Thursday from 9 a.m. to
noon, or call the shop at 608288-9848 and leave a message.
West Madison Senior
Center Office Relocates

The West Madison Senior Center will relocate from Segoe
Road to 5724 Raymond Road,
effective June 5, 2018. The new
office is located next to
Meadowridge Library and the
Meadowood Neighborhood
Center, where a senior lunch is
served at noon on Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday each
week. The new site will provide
easier parking and access.
If you have any questions about
the new location or the center’s
programs and services, please
call the office at 608-238-7368.

The West Madison Senior Center staff looks forward to seeing
Midvale Heights seniors at its
new location.
Sunset Gardeners
to Hold Plant Sale

The Sunset Garden Club will
hold a plant sale on Saturday,
May 19, from 8 a.m. to 1:30
p.m. at 417 South Midvale Blvd.
Plants will include wild flowers,
ferns, and perennials. For more
information about the sale, contact Mary Ross at 608-833-8315
or rossfm@chorus.net.

TRIAD Sponsors Spring
Programs for Seniors

TRIAD will hold the following
sessions in May.
Self Defense for Seniors. On
May 8, Randy Beck of USA Karate will talk about easy ways for
seniors to defend themselves,
beginning at 10 a.m. at Taylor
Ridge Apts., 510 Westlawn, in
Cottage Grove.
Living With Anxiety, Depression and Other Mental
Health Issues. On May 22,
Kathryn Mellom will speak at
Taylor Ridge Senior Apts., beginning at 10 a.m., on learning
to cope with mental health issues for yourself, a family member, or a neighbor.
Travel Safety. Ed Mani, of
Burkhalter Travel, will provide
information on travel for sen-

iors on May 23 at 10:30, a.m. at
6501 Mineral Point, Madison.
Mani will discuss domestic and
foreign travel, travel/tour
scams, staying healthy and
avoiding crime while traveling,
and travel insurance.
Make Music Madison
at Bethany Church

Bethany Methodist Church,
3910 Mineral Point Rd. will be a
venue for Make Music Madison
on Wednesday, June 21. Performances will be on the front
lawn from 4 to 8 p.m. Hot
dogs, chips, and lemonade will
be served in Fellowship Hall.
Entertainment and food are
free, so bring your lawn chairs
or blankets and join the fun. In
case of rain, musicians will perform in Fellowship Hall.
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Join the Midvale Heights Neighborhood Watch
by Kris Schutte, MHNW Program Coordinator

Midvale Heights Neighborhood Watch
(MHNW) encourages neighbors to work together for a safer community through cooperation, education, and awareness. It holds free educational events from 6:30 to 8 p.m. on the second Tuesday of the month at Midvale Community Lutheran Church, 4329 Tokay Blvd..
Learn more about the Madison Police Department; get tips about ways to make your home
secure and avoid scams; meet experts from the
FBI, TSA, Better Business Bureau, and more.
Remember to keep car and home doors locked
and garage doors closed: 95% of crimes occur
when doors are left open. Sign up for our weekly
email digest with safety information at
http://midvaleheights.org/
Neighborhood_Watch_Newsletter.
Join us on Tuesday, June 12, at 6:30 p.m. to
learn how to identify and avoid the latest scams
and frauds. On July 10 the Madison Police Department will demonstrate using drones, which

can locate missing or wanted persons, document
crime or disaster scenes, and more. On August 7
(Note: This is the first Tuesday in August) meet
the Dane County Bomb Squad, the oldest and
busiest bomb squad in Wisconsin. On September 11, Dane County Deputies Josalyn Longley
and Cindy Holmes will provide “active shooter”
preparedness (ALICE) training. Please invite
your neighbors and friends and join us.
We are still looking for someone to replace
Denise Lamb, who is retiring with this issue, as
editor of the Messenger. If you have writing or
editing skills, please consider supporting the
MHCA by volunteering to help provide this
valuable asset to the Midvale Heights
community. Contact Denise at
madmiz4009@gmail.com or Jenny Chipault at
MHCA-President@Midvale Heights.org.
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County Board Supervisor Report
by Carousel Bayrd

Hello Midvale Heights!
Happy spring! I am honored
to serve another term as your
county board representative.
The past year has energized
me, quite frankly. There is so
much to do and I’m incredibly fortunate to be able to
continue serving on the Dane
County Board. Please continue to hold me to high expectations! Here’s a few
of the things happening at the county board:
Equity Values: The county board has officially
adopted adding equity values as part of our agenda
masthead, so that these questions are explicitly written and prominent at every county board meeting.
A small but not insignificant action, this serves as a
constant reminder that we must be cognizant of the
voices not in the room, the people most impacted,
and the people most in need.
Affordable Housing: The Dane County Board is
developing 54 affordable family housing units in
downtown Madison. The property, centrally located
on East Washington, has excellent access to bus
service, a supermarket, parks, and other public services. The county originally purchased the property
as a potential location for a Day Center. When we
subsequently found a better location for the Day
Center, there was talk of simply selling off this extra
parcel. Instead, the county board voted to keep the
property for affordable family housing.
There is a tremendous shortage of affordable housing in Madison and Dane County, and this is espe-

cially so for affordable family housing. Did you
know there are more than 1,100 homeless youth in
Madison Public Schools? I am proud to have been a
co-sponsor of this proposal. It is not enough, but it
keeps us moving in the right direction.
Affordable Senior Housing: I was the lead sponsor
to approve purchasing land on Normandy Lane to
develop 57 affordable senior (age 55+) housing
units. The housing will include supportive services
from Community Action Coalition, Middleton Outreach Ministry, and Madison Urban Ministry. The
project is funded by the city and the county.
Women in Dane County Government: The Dane
County Board has almost reached gender parity:
women now make up 46% of board members. In
1970 only 6% of the county board was women, and
statewide, women hold 18% of county board seats.
Only one other county in Wisconsin has a higher
percentage of women: Eau Claire’s county board is
48% women.
Feel free to reach out with any questions or comments. You can reach me by cell phone at 608-6587333 or by email at bayrd@countyofdane.com.
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Common Council Alder Report
by Maurice Cheeks

One thing that I love about
living in Madison is how
much we all seem to cherish the return of warm
weather. Every year around
his time folks are outside
gardening and walking and
smiling. It really is a treat.
First, congratulations on
again being one of the
highest turnout wards in the city in our most
recent spring election. This is a recurring trend
for the Sequoya polling place, but you really outdid yourselves with 63.7% turnout. It doesn’t
hurt that the city council extended hours and
locations for early voting a couple of years ago.
With Sequoya Branch Library serving as an early
voting spot, voting has become even easier and
more convenient.

Second, you may know that the 10th District is
probably the most socioeconomically diverse
district in the city. While the demographics are
not specific to Midvale Heights, I’m pleased to
share with you that I expect a grocery store to
open in the Allied Drive neighborhood this summer. Eliminating this food desert has been a priority for me since I took office in 2013. It is exciting to support residents of the neighborhood
in their effort to start a small store. The owners
have family experience in the grocery industry,
they have support from a bank based on their
business plan, and they are following a model
that many local grocers suggested to us for the
area. Keep your eye out for Luna’s Groceries
this summer.
As always, please do be in touch with any suggestions, concerns, or feedback. You can reach
me at district10@cityofmadison.com or at 608620-1994.

Improvements Made to Several Dane County Parks
by Joe Parisi, Dane County Executive

I often hear how much people enjoy Dane
County’s parks, trails, and wildlife areas. As our
community grows, we must maintain a strong
focus on conservation, preserving the outdoor
resources that make this a great place to live.
I invite you to check out what’s new in Dane
County’s parks. We are always improving our
parks and trails; here are a few of the highlights:
The new Lower Yahara River Trail extends 2.5
miles, winding its way through Lake Farm
County Park, along the north end of Lake
Waubesa and into McFarland. Biking, walking,
fishing, or bird and wildlife viewing are all possible on this trail that has over 1.5 miles of boardwalk and bridges.
CamRock County Park in Cambridge is over 400
acres located along Koshkonong Creek and is a
premier destination for mountain bikers, providing 6.5 miles of on-track trails. The county recently updated a number of the trails and created
a new skills area for bikers.

Anderson County Park outside Oregon has a
new picnic area, trailhead, and parking lot. New
hiking trails will take patrons through many of
the restored areas of the park.
Morton County Forest near Black Earth is a new
and a secluded gem: The 120-acre forest has a
remarkable overlook and is a quiet, peaceful
natural retreat with many opportunities for
natural photography.
This year we’re opening a new park shelter and
adding new trails at Indian Lake County Park
between Cross Plains and Waunakee, one of the
top county parks in the state.
Finally, this June the county will open a new
boat launch at Lussier County Park near Roxbury, providing year-round access to Fish Lake,
by kayak, canoe or row boat.
For more information on Dane County parks go
to https://parks-lwrd.countyofdane.com. Enjoy
this summer and all that Dane County has to
offer!
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Bison Prairie Restoration Needs Volunteers
by Nancy Kieraldo

The second year Bison Prairie restoration project
is well underway! This year we will plant a variety
of native grasses and wildflowers to improve the
diversity and extend the seasons at the site.
Eventually, this diversity will allow us to consider healthy controlled burns in the spring.
Keep up with all the latest news and pictures in
the blog section of the new Midvale Heights
prairie website: midvaleheightsprairies.org
With spring upon us, we need volunteers to help
plant new varieties. Please consider volunteering
your time for any of the following:
May 11 to 16: The exact date will be determined
by weather; we will work from 6 to 8 p.m. on the
selected date. We will be planting 64 Monarch
butterfly garden plants purchased from the UW
Arboretum’s annual plant sale.

May 23 to 30: Again, the exact date will be determined by weather; we will work from 6 to 8 p.m.
on the selected date and will be planting 112
grasses and wildflower plugs.
June-September: Weeding maintenance, dates to
be determined. We will be pulling Queen's Anne
lace, fleabane, etc. and will again work from 6 to
8 p.m. Look for emails inviting you to different
work party dates.
Please email Nancy Kieraldo at
nkieraldo@gmail.com if you are interested in
joining the Bison Prairie volunteer email list.
You can also sign up at the prairie website volunteer section. We are making great strides in
improving the plant variety and sustainability at
the Bison Prairie site; help us keep this success
going by spending a few hours helping to plant
or weed.

New Pollinator Habitat at Odana Golf Course
by Marcel Wuethrich

In collaboration with the City Parks Division,
volunteers are restoring a 1.5-acre area next to
the Odana golf course parking lot to a native
prairie. Throughout last year’s growing season
the turf grass and non-native weeds were chemically treated and the dead thatch burned off in
October. Before the first snow fall, a seed mix of
more than 50 native flowers was scattered on the
exposed bare soil. Cold and wet stratification of
the seeds is needed during the winter months to
break dormancy and allow germination this
spring. Thanks to donations of the Midvale
Heights Neighborhood Association and the
Madison Fire Fighters Local 311, volunteers will
plant 1,500 native plants this spring to accelerate
the restoration process.
This project is part of a larger national effort to
increase habitat for pollinators such as butterflies, native and honey bees, hummingbirds and
other birds that will eat some of the seeds. The

city of Madison supports this effort by enabling
volunteer groups to establish demonstration areas to encourage the general public to observe
and ask questions about pollinator habitat. The
designated area is sunny and will support the
growth of sun-loving native flowers that will
attract butterflies for nectar and feed their
caterpillars. For example, at least 5 different species of milkweeds (Butterfly, Rose, Whorled,
Common and Sullivan milkweed) will bloom at
this site and attract Monarch butterflies to lay
their eggs on the leaves. Monarchs suffer from
habitat loss both in North America (where they
breed during the summer) and Mexico (where
they overwinter) and along their migration
routes. Thus, demonstration areas like the
Odana Prairie, which can be observed by golfers
and park users, will provide pollinator habitat as
well as create public interest.
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Spring in the Garden
by Susan Jacobs

Anyone returning to a garden bed or beginning a
new one should know that garden cleanup is essential to disease and pest management. Removing old leaves and mulch rids the garden of
those that overwinter on them. Another benefit
to leaf and mulch removal is that it helps warm
the soil.
Preparing garden soil includes hoeing and handpicking weeds. You may find that some of your
garden plants haven’t survived, replaced unhappily by hearty and opportunistic weeds or happily by wildflowers. If you’re a garden detective,
use one of these guides to help determine which
it is before weeding.
Reference List of Wisconsin Wildflowers:
https://uswildflowers.com/wfquery.php?
State=WI
Weed Identification and Management from
UW Madison Extension:
http://www.weedid.wisc.edu/weedid.php
Hand-picking weeds before they flower reduces
their spread in your and your neighbors’ gardens.

It’s no-cost, chemical-free weed control. For
more extensive weed infiltration, removing light
by covering them with dark plastic or cardboard
for an extended period can be effective. If all
else fails, herbicides can be used.
When replanting with new plants, consider small
replacement plants, as they establish and mature
successfully and cost less. Hardy spring plants
can be planted when the soil reaches 50⁰ and is
neither too wet nor dry. Air temperature also
matters. The hardiest spring vegetables: radishes,
kale, broccoli, English peas, parsley, and spinach
can tolerate the coldest air temperatures. Semihardies like Swiss chard, beets, carrots, and lettuce need slightly-warmer temps. Hold off on
summer veggies until the danger of frost is gone;
tomatoes, cucumbers, and peppers all require
65⁰ and warmer to flourish. For advice on tomato cultivation, check out the UW-Extension’s
advice: https://learningstore.uwex.edu/Assets/
pdfs/A1691.pdf.
Happy gardening!

Annual Compost Bin and Rain Barrel Sale Set for May 12
Madison is once again conducting its annual May
compost bin and rain barrel sale. When it comes
to easy, cost-effective ways to lessen your impact
on the planet, rain barrels and compost bins provide an eco-friendly one-two for your home:
Harvesting rainwater for plants saves money and
reduces stormwater run-off, and compost bins
keep yard waste out of the landfill while creating
nutrient-rich soil by turning yard waste and food
scraps into organic fuel for the garden.
Compost bins as well as 50- and 100-gallon rain
barrels with diverters are available at discounted
prices—$119.99 and $214.99 for 50- and 100gallon barrels, respectively, and $69.99 for a 65gallon compost bin. They will be delivered on
Saturday, May 12, at the Alliant Energy Center
north parking lot from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sup-

Large-size rain barrel fits
neatly next to house.

plies are limited, so plan to arrive early. For
more information, visit http://
www.cityofmadison.com/streets/compost/
CompostBinSale.cfm
or order directly from www.rainreserve.com/
madison.
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Summer Nights at Segoe Concert Lineup Set
Summer Nights at Segoe, MHCA’s summer concert series at Segoe Park, will open again this
year with crowd favorite the Cajun Strangers.
The series begins on Friday, July 6, with concerts
on the following Fridays in July (13, 20, 27), so
mark your calendars now. This is a familyfriendly event, as playground equipment and lots
of open space give children plenty of opportunities for play while Mom and Dad listen to some
great music.
Food carts will be serving at the park beginning
at 5:30 p.m., with concerts beginning at 6:30
p.m. Bring you chairs or blankets and plan to eat
at the park with food from the carts or your own
picnic. We had large crowds at most of last
year’s concerts and hope that neighbors support
the bands again this year.

Meet your Neighbors,
Enjoy Great Food
This year’s Midvale Heights’
annual neighborhood picnic
is on Thursday, June 21. The
picnic will be at Oak Park
Heights (Piper) Park and will
run from 6 p.m. to dusk.
The MHCA will provide
brats, hot dogs, chicken
breasts, and veggie burgers
with buns and condiments,
and water. As in the past, the Chocolate Shoppe
will donate ice cream.
Attendees are asked to bring a dish to pass that
will serve 12, beverages for their family, and
chairs or a picnic blanket. Organizers suggest
veggie and fruit salads, veggie casseroles, baked
beans, appetizers, and desserts as possible contributions to the meal. Everyone in the
neighborhood is invited, so plan to join your
friends and neighbors for this event. A reminder
postcard will go out closer to the date. If you
have any questions in the meantime, please contact organizers Kristin Ruedi-Krauss at
kruedi@yahoo.com or Jolynne Roorda
at jroorda@folktheory.com.

The Cajun Strangers will again open
the Summer Nights at Segoe series on
July 6, beginning at 6:30 p.m.

The 2018 lineup includes several types of music—something for everyone.
July 6: Cajun Strangers. Playing zydecco and Cajun music from southwest Louisiana.
July 13: Woodrow: Playing indie-pop music that
the Cap Times described as “joyous, bittersweet,
and goofy.”
July 20: Acoustic Collective: Playing vintage
folk/rock from the 70s and 80s and “featuring
rich harmonies and mostly acoustic guitars.”
July 27: Doug Brown and the Honey Pies: Playing just about anything. Members of the trio
explain, “We know a lot of music in a lot of different styles, and we like doing all of it.”

