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Calendar:

President’s Message

March 17: Friends of the Library
book sale, Westgate, 9 a.m. to 4
p.m.

by Jenny Chipault

March 27: MHCA board meeting,
Sequoya Branch Library, 6:45
p.m.
April 3: Election Day, Sequoya
Branch Library, polls open 7 a.m.
to 8 p.m.
April 7: Friends of the Library
book sale, Westgate, 9 a.m. to 4
p.m.
April 10: Neighborhood Watch,
Midvale Community Lutheran
Church, 6:30 p.m.
April 15: Copy deadline for
May-June 2018 Midvale
Messenger.
April 24: MHCA board meeting,
Sequoya Branch Library, 6:45
p.m.
May 5: Friends of the Library
book sale, Westgate, 9 a.m. to 4
p.m.
May 8: Neighborhood Watch,
Midvale Community Lutheran
Church, 6:30 p.m.

MIDVALE MESSENGER
The Midvale Messenger is published six times a
year by the Midvale Heights Community Association. Copy deadlines are the 15th of February,
April, June, August, October, and December.
Editor: Denise Lamb
newsletter @midvaleheights.org
Distribution: Kelly Murdock
kelly2.murdock@gmail.com
President: Jenny Chipault
MHCA-President@Midvale Heights.org
Printed by Lakeside Press on recycled paper.

Keep Lines of Communication Open
If you've been an MHCA member for very
long, you likely know the value of our bimonthly newsletter. The Messenger tells us
about local activities such as the annual
neighborhood picnic, concerts in Segoe Park,
Sequoya library book sales, and election times
and places. It highlights local companies
through their advertising. It provides updates
written for us by our city alder and county representative.
This update that arrives on our doorstep or email inbox every
other month keeps us in-the-know on things happening in
our neighborhood.
For over a decade, this newsletter has been made possible by
board member Denise Lamb, who has also served as the
newsletter editor. Denise is now ready to pass the torch, to
steal a line from the recent Olympics. She estimates it takes
her about 15-20 hours to prepare and produce each of the
year’s six issues. Denise rounds up the stories, edits them,
writes original content, establishes the layout, and gets the
newsletters printed. She also bills the companies that advertise in the newsletter and makes sure that their ads print as
expected.
This process could be altered in many ways, including going
to an online-only newsletter. The format can change, the layout can change, the platform can change; in short, the new
editor(s) could really make it their own. And, yes, I meant to
include that “s”; it would be fine for a team of volunteers to
take over for Denise and divide the tasks. For example, one
person could be the point-of-contact for incoming stories
and advertisements, while someone else works on the editing
and layout. If you have some of these skills, or are interested
in developing editing or publishing skills for your resume or
personal growth, please consider helping out. Contact Denise
at madmiz4009@gmail.com (preferred), or call her at 608233-3755.
Denise plans to retire after the May-June issue, but she is
happy to mentor the next editor(s) as needed while easing
into the post. Thank you very much for considering taking
on this task for the benefit of your community!
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Neighborhood News Briefs
Friends of the Library
Book Sales

Upcoming sale dates for the
Friends of Sequoya’s Saturday
book sales are March 17, April
7, and May 5 at Westgate Mall
next to TJ Maxx. Sales run from
9 a.m. to 4 p.m., with a $2 bag
sale on discounted items beginning at 1 p.m. The Friends continue to need donations, with
profits from the sales enhancing
Sequoya Branch Library.
Donations can be left at the library or the Friends of Sequoya
Shop on book sale days and on
Thursday morning volunteer
work day. Arrangements can be
made to pick up large donations.
To volunteer
with the
Friends, ask
at the Sequoya Help
Desk, come to the shop at
Westgate on Thursday from 9
a.m. to noon, or call the shop at
608-288-9848 and leave a message. Look for the 2018 membership renewal brochures at
the Sequoya Help Desk.

Circuit Court. There is also a
race for Madison School Board
Seat 1. Gloria Reyes is challenging the incumbent, Anna

Moffit. Finally, the ballot contains a state referendum on
whether to eliminate the state
treasurer’s position.
Our ward, Ward 79, had the
second highest turnout in the
city for the primary election in
February. There are important
races on the April ballot, so let’s
try to have our ward come in
first in the number of ballots
cast. The polling place at Sequoya Branch Library will be
open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. on
election day, April 3. See you at
the polls!
Shrubs Overgrown?

Neighbor Sherman Rudman

Spring Elections Will
writes:
See School Board, Court A few nice days recently foretell
Races in Ward 79
that springtime (AKA yard

The spring non-partisan general
election is scheduled for Tuesday, April 3, 2018. The two finalists in the Supreme Court
race, Rebecca Frank Dallett and
Michael Screnock, are running
to replace Justice Michael Gableman, who is retiring. In addition, Marilyn Townsend and
Susan Crawford are competing
for a seat on the Dane County

clean up time) is on the way. As
you work on your yard this
spring, check for shrubs and
tree branches that obstruct the
sidewalk. These can be dangerous for walkers, who must detour into the terrace or the
street to avoid possible
scratches and injuries. Foliage
that obstructs pedestrian use of
the sidewalks can be inconven-

ient to some and a barrier to
others. Please take time to
evaluate your landscaping this
spring and trim branches on
your trees and bushes that overhang the public sidewalks to
keep them safe for pedestrians.
Trim landscaping near corners
and driveway entrances to make
it easier to motorists and walkers to see one another. Finally,
avoid further problems by keeping in mind how large any new
trees and shrubs you plant this
spring will be when they mature. Your neighbors will appreciate your efforts.
Editor’s Note: For those needing
a little help with yard clean up,
remember that our MHCA directory lists neighborhood kids who
can be hired to do odd jobs.
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Neighborhood Watch News
by Kris Schutte, MHNW Program Coordinator

The Midvale Heights Neighborhood Watch
(MHNW) steering team asked my neighbor,
Kathy Kauffman, who has attended almost all of
our events over the past year, to write about her
experience with NW for the Messenger:
From Kathy: There are many reasons for joining
the MHCA. My interest in attending NW events
was piqued by my neighbor, who is very invested
in the organization. She invited me to NW’s
monthly meetings and offered me a ride. I readily accepted.
Programs from the multifaceted Madison Police
and Fire Departments have included hands-on
demos by the canine unit and Mounted Horse
Patrol, as well as talks by home and computer
security, identity theft, and fire safety experts.
MHCA community gatherings such as Summer
Nights at Segoe, the MHCA annual picnic, and
the MHNW Holiday Party in December allow
for friendship and conversation. Come join us
and help us grow as a community!”
I’m pleased that Kathy has discovered how
much both our NW group and the MHCA (its
non-profit sponsor), contribute to Midvale
Heights. Please consider coming to our events
and learn about the TSA, how our police department uses drones, and how to react in an “active
shooter” situation at upcoming meetings. Readers can also go to the Midvale Heights website:
http://www.midvaleheights.org/
Neighborhood_Watch to sign up for our weekly
email that includes information on area crimes,
safety tips, and upcoming events. As Kathy says,
come join us!
MHNW monthly events are held on the second
Tuesday of each month from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
at the Midvale Community Lutheran Church,
4329 Tokay Blvd. (across from Sequoya Library)
and are free and open to all. Upcoming meetings
will feature:

March 13: What You Need to Know About the
TSA (Transportation Security Administration,
US Homeland Security Dept), with Frank Pipia,
WI Customer Support/Quality Improvement
Manager for TSA.
April 10: Speaker from the MPD Focused Deterrence Unit (TBD)
May 8: Presentation on how to comply with City
Zoning and Building regulations (TBD)
July 10: Outdoor demonstration of unmanned
aircraft systems (drones): their capabilities, technology, and how the MPD uses this new tool.
Don’t miss this family-friendly event.
Thursday mornings, join area neighbors from 9
to 10 a.m. for Coffee With A Cop, a chance to
chat with MPD patrol officers, detectives, and
command staff at Steep & Brew West, 6656
Odana Road in the Market Square Shopping
Center.
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County Board Supervisor Report
by Carousel Bayrd

Hello Midvale Heights—
Happy spring! Here are
some of the things we are
working on at the county
board:

Children at Meetings: Last October, the city
council in Eau Claire, Wisconsin, prohibited a
city council member from breastfeeding her
child during city council meetings. While a
mother’s right to breastfeed her child in public is
protected by Wisconsin law, it was unclear if the
Smarter (and Lesser)
Winter Salt Use: For the floor of an elected body is a public or private
past several years, Dane space. Government meetings are public, but
only elected officials are entitled to physically be
County has worked to salt our roads sparingly.
We are a member of Wisconsin Salt Wise, a net- on the floor during meetings. In order to ensure
no such end-run around Wisconsin law takes
work of organizations promoting using just
place here in Dane County, I wrote legislation
enough salt to keep roads and sidewalks safe.
ensuring the right of any elected official to bring
This year, we took it one step further, issuing
their child with them to any county board meetguidelines for local governments and private
salting and plowing businesses to help them limit ing. The proposal passed
unanimously.
their over salting. Chloride levels in our watersheds and water wells have been rising, and wise Fighting the Opioid Epidemic: Dane County has
salt use is an important step in protecting our
joined other counties and municipalities across
drinking water quality, as well as our lakes and
the state in a combined effort to pursue damages
waterways. This is a great local governmentfor the cost of the opioid epidemic. According
private entity partnership and a win for
to the Dane County Medical Examiner’s Office,
everyone.
the number of deaths related to opioids in 2016
State Legislation to Limit County Board Author- represented a 130 percent increase from the
ity: There is a bill circulating in the state legisla- number in 2010, and the office estimates another 50 percent increase in the number of
ture that will reduce the authority of county
deaths in 2017. We are joining state and local
boards and instead place greater power in the
governments around the country that have been
single individual county executive. It will defiling claims against wholesale distributors of
crease the role of local elected officials and limit
opioids and their manufacturers. The county will
the ability of the public to engage their local
pay no costs unless we are successful.
elected official in support of or opposition to
legislation. If this legislation passes, it will be another step back for democracy. Along with many
of my colleagues, I have introduced a county
board resolution to oppose this power grab by
county executives and the Republican-led state
legislature. This is a non-partisan issue, and
Dane County is working with conservative and
progressive county boards across the state to
oppose this proposal.

Vote!: I hope you all voted in the February Primary. Please remember to vote on Tuesday,
April 3. The state supreme court race, as well as
local races for school board and county supervisors, will be on the ballot.
Please feel free to let me know if you have any
questions or comments about county business.
You can reach me by phone at (608) 658-7333
or by email at bayrd@countyofdane.com.
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Common Council Alder Report
by Maurice Cheeks

Spring is upon us, and I’m
excited to get back to gardening. Even more exciting
is the expected birth of our
second child. My wife is
due in April, which means
by the time you read this,
the big day will be imminent.
I appreciate your indulgence for this exciting
personal news, but it also relates to two important things that I want to bring to your attention.
First, I’d like to give you an update on the federal Department of Labor funding that the City
of Madison received a little over a year ago.
You’ll recall that I urged the city to apply for a
grant that the Obama administration was administering to support cities that had a will to implement Paid Family Leave.
I believe it is well past time that the City of
Madison offer paid leave to our employees. Only
after we set the standard will we in a position to
encourage more employers in our community to
offer such a well researched family-supporting
policy to our residents.
In partnership with the UW-Madison, we were
able to conduct a survey with a large percentage
of our city employees. Not surprisingly, we
learned that most employees would value having
paid leave, and we learned that many employees
currently feel some pressure to hurry back to
work after a major life incident. This was especially pronounced for our female and minority

employees.
In my view, the absence of a family-supporting
paid leave policy in place for city employees reflects poorly on any community that wants to
claim to be modern, not to mention forward
looking. As such, with this exhaustive study to
further support our cause, I look forward to
working with my colleagues on the council to
adopt a paid leave policy as soon as possible.
Second, I want you to know that I will be practicing what I preach regarding prioritizing family
health and wellness. I will be taking some time
to focus on my family upon the birth of my
child. I’ll be sure to get the message out once
our little boy is born, but for a few weeks your
best contact will be Debbie Fields in our City
Council office at (608) 266-4071 or
DFields@cityofmadison.com.
As always, stay in touch, and if you do reach out
while I’m out of the office for a few weeks, I’ll
get back to you upon my return.
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Spring Dreams
by Susan Jacobs

Recent weather in Madison suggests that spring
may arrive early this year, but winter likely has a
few surprises up its sleeve for March. As we wait
for truly warm weather, days lengthen, plants
build buds, winds blow, rain replaces snow, and
our own energies increase. This is the gardener’s
and market shopper’s dreaming and planning
time.
Dreaming about farmers’ markets? Here are
the 2018 schedules for the five markets nearest
our neighborhood:
Hilldale Farmers’ Market: located in the parking lot off Segoe Road, Wednesday and Saturday, May 5 through November 4, 8 a.m. to 1
p.m.
Westside Community Market: located in the
parking lot at UW Digestive Health Center at
University Ave and University Row, Saturday,
April 14 through November 4, 7 a.m. to 12:30
p.m.
Monroe Street Farmers’ Market: located at
Edgewood College, Sunday, May 6 through October 29, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Dane County Farmers’ Market: located on
Capitol Square, Saturday, April 14 through November 10, 6:15 a.m. to 1:45 p.m.
Dane County Farmers’ Weekday Market:
located in the 200 Block of M.L. King Jr. Blvd.,
Wednesday, April 18 through November 7, 8:30
a.m. to 1:45 p.m.
Dreaming about plantings in your yard or
terrace? Start with understanding the City of
Madison policies for planting in private yards
and city-owned street terraces. An illustrated
guide to assist homeowners and renters details
the city’s Terrace Treatment Policy, while also
addressing the goals of other recent initiatives
around the planting of edible and pollinatorfriendly plant species. For example, Madison
recently signed the national Mayor’s Monarch
Pledge and has been designated a Bee City USA.
The guide is available online at http://
www.cityofmadison.com/sites/default/files/

city-of-madison/mayor/documents/
TerracePlantingFlyer.pdf as well as in hard copy
at public libraries.
Dreaming about improving your gardening
knowledge? Visit UW-Extension, Cooperative
Extension site https://ces.uwex.edu/ to find
information on gardening, growing specific garden plants and fruits,
soils, pollinator gardens, invasive plants,
and lawns, with
links to additional
resources for new
and seasoned gardeners.
Dreaming about your own sunny garden
plot? Check out Midvale Community Garden
https://midvalecommunitygarden.org/aboutus/ or Eagle Heights Community Gardens
http://eagleheightsgardens.org/ to make that
dream come true.

City Plans Limited Gypsy
Moth Spraying This Spring
Madison will spray for gypsy moths in limited
areas of the city this year, with no sites in or
abutting Midvale Heights. The treatment areas
include portions of westside neighborhoods
Glen Oak Hills, Heritage Heights, Heistand,
Lake Edge, Marquette, Meadowood, Prairie
Hills, Regent, Rolling Meadows, and University
Hill Farms.
Treatment to reduce this destructive insect is
performed by the Wisconsin DNR using a low
flying plane that sprays a natural-based insecticide called Foray®. The City of Madison has
submitted an application for the gypsy moth
treatment. For more information on the areas to
be sprayed, go to:
https://parks-lwrd.countyofdane.com/
Information/Invasive-Species/Gypsy-MothSuppression-Program
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Annual Compost Bin and Rain Barrel Sale Set for May 12
Madison is once again conducting its annual May http://www.cityofmadison.com/streets/
compost bin and rain barrel sale. Is this the year
compost/CompostBinSale.cfm or order directly
you join the tens of thousands of area households from www.rainreserve.com/madison.
that have already participated in the annual event?
When it comes to easy, cost-effective ways to
lessen your impact on the planet, rain barrels and
compost bins provide an eco one-two for your
home: Harvesting rainwater for plants saves
money and reduces stormwater run-off, and compost bins keep yard waste out of the landfill while
creating nutrient-rich soil by turning yard waste
and food scraps into organic fuel for the garden.
Compost bins as well as 50- and 100-gallon rain
barrels with diverters are available at discounted
prices—$119.99 and $214.99 for 50- and 100gallon barrels, respectively, and $69.99 for a 65gallon compost bin. They will be delivered on Saturday, May 12, at the Alliant Energy Center north
New design rain barrel
parking lot from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Supplies are
blends in anywhere.
limited, and pre-ordering is strongly recommended. Pre-order online before May 1 with the
promo code MAD18 and save an additional $10
off. For more information visit

Page 8

MHCA Baseball Begins June 5
by Mike Pressman

MHCA Baseball invites all kids to Play Ball! this
summer. MHCA sponsors a three-league system
designed to teach the fundamentals of baseball in
a positive atmosphere to all age groups. The three
leagues serve kids between 3 and 5, 5 and 7, and 7
and 9+, respectively. The season will run from
the week of June 5 to the week of July 24.
Tee-Ball League: Tuesdays at 6:00 and 7:00
p.m. at Piper Park and Segoe Park
Tee-ball players should be beginners between the
ages 3 and 5 (kids must be 3 or turning 3 during the summer to be eligible). The games focus on fun while introducing the basics of baseball. Teams hit their entire lineup for each of the
two inning games.
Minor Coach Pitch League: Thursdays at 5:45
and 7:00 p.m. at Piper Park and Segoe Park
Minor leaguers are kids ages 5 to 7, who are fresh
from Tee-ball, have hit pitching at home, or have
one year of coach pitch experience. For minor
leaguers, focus is placed on hitting and base running as well as basic fielding skills. While teams
hit their entire line-up each of their three inning

Summer Concerts to Again
Open with Cajun Strangers
Summer Nights at Segoe, MHCA’s summer concert series at Segoe Park, will open again this year
with crowd favorite the Cajun Strangers. The series begin on Friday, July 6, with concerts on the
following Fridays in July, so mark your calendars
now. Food carts will be at the park beginning at
5:30 p.m., with concerts beginning at 6:30 p.m.
The event saw large crowds at last year’s concerts,
and organizers are hoping for similar success this
summer. Watch for news
about the complete lineup
in the May-June issue of
the Messenger . The concerts are a great opportunity to bring the kids and
enjoy great food and music—almost in your own
backyard. See you in July!

games, outs are enforced and only
“legal” runners are
allowed on base.
Major Coach Pitch
League: Wednesdays
at 5:45 and 7:00 p.m.
at Midvale School.
Major leaguers are
kids ages 7 to 9+
who can hit coach pitching. For these players, the
entire game is brought together. Fielding skills, as
well as base running and hitting, are emphasized.
All baseball rules, including three outs per inning,
are enforced.
Fees: The cost for the first child in each family is
$50; cost for a second child is $40. We will do our
best to honor requests for game days and times.
Applications to participate are due May 1 and are
available online at midvaleheights.org or at the
Sequoya Branch Library. For any questions, contact Mike Pressman at 608-288-0993 or at
mmpressman@charter.net.

