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Calendar:
July 4: W estmorland J uly 4th celebration,
July 7: Summer N ights at Segoe,
Cajun Strangers, Segoe Park, 6:308:30 p.m.
July 11: N eighborhood W atch,
Midvale Community Lutheran Church,
6:30 p.m.
July 14: Summer N ights at Segoe,
John Christensen Jazz Group,
Segoe Park, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
July 15: Friends of the Library
book sale, Westgate, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
July 21: Summer N ights at Segoe,
No Name String Band, Segoe Park,
6:30-8:30 p.m.
July 28: Summer N ights at Segoe,
West Wind, Segoe Park, 6:30-8:30
p.m.
No MHCA board meeting in July.
August 5 Friends of the Library
book sale, Westgate, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
August 8: N eighborhood W atch,
Midvale Community Lutheran Church,
6:30 p.m.
August 15: Copy deadline for September-October Midvale Messenger.
August 22: M HCA board meeting,
6:45 p.m., Sequoya Branch Library.
September 1&2: M HCA Annual
Garage Sale, 8 a.m.-2 p.m. both days.
September 2: Friends of the Library book sale, Westgate, 9 a.m. to 4
p.m.
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President’s Message

Our Closest Lake
by Ed Rogers

Where does rainwater go after falling on the Midvale Heights
neighborhood? For those living south of Tokay, property runoff
eventually flows into Lake Wingra: Stormwater runoff from
lawns, as well as from public spaces (including Odana Hills
Park, Odana Hills Golf Course, and the Southwest Commuter
Bike Path) coalesces in the Odana Pond before heading to the
lake, the smallest of the five lakes drained by the Yahara River.
Your neighborhood association has worked to plant less chemically intensive, native plantings in our public spaces, including
the Bison Prairie Gateway. If you have thoughts about what else
we could be doing as a community to protect our environment,
please contact me or your area director. The board is interested
in your views on how we can make our neighborhood better.
The Friends of Lake Wingra, a non-profit committed to protecting the ecology of our watershed, is also asking for ideas about
how we could work together to protect our closest lake. The
organization has a new program coordinator, Casey Hanson,
who is eager to foster a sense of stewardship for the watershed
in our area. For more information or to volunteer, readers can
contact her at volunteer@lakewingra.org.
Park Equipment Lost
Speaking of Odana Hills Park, many of you know that the park’s
playground equipment was recently destroyed by fire. The city
plans to expedite replacing the equipment and work with the
neighborhood in doing so (see Alder Cheek’s column on p. 4).
I’m reaching out to neighbors now to solicit ideas about what
the new equipment might look like. Email me, talk to your area
director, or attend a board meeting to discuss your ideas.
Membership Drive
Finally, if you have not joined the MHCA for 2017-2018, this
will be your last Messenger. Our membership drive continues
through July, so please get your registration form in if you have
not already. For just $15, your annual membership supports
many programs including summer concerts at Segoe Park, the
Green Team’s beautification of our neighborhood, the annual
picnic, and much more. For more information and the ability to
sign up entirely online, visit www.midvaleheights.org.
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Summer Nights at Segoe Begins July 7 with Cajun Strangers
by Denise Lamb

MHCA’s annual concert series,
“Summer Nights at Segoe,” will begin
with a bang on Friday, July 7, featuring
the Cajun Strangers playing traditional
Cajun dance music from southwest
Louisiana. The free concerts are at
Segoe Park in Midvale Heights, and
bands will be playing every Friday night
in July from 6:30-8:30 p.m.
In response to numerous requests, this
year’s series will host food carts for
hungry concertgoers. Carts will be located along Segoe Rd and will serve food
beginning at 5:30 p.m.
July 7: Cajun Strangers, primarily playing traditional Cajun dance music from Southwest Louisiana. Attendees are advised to bring their dancing
shoes.
July 14: John Christensen Jazz Group: Christensen and a few of his talented friends will be playing jazz favorites.
July 21: No Name String Band, playing traditional
Appalachian old-time music along with original
acoustic compositions. Many concert attendees
heard this band last year, and we are happy to welcome them back.
July 28: West Wind, interpreting the native music
of Ireland. Drawing from the old and new tradi-

The band Cajun Strangers will open this year’s Summer
Nights at Segoe concert series on Friday night, July 7.

tions of Ireland, the band balances lilting jigs and
driving reels with exuberant dance tunes along
with airs, ballads, and humorous songs.
Come July’s warm evenings, bring your blankets
and chairs, along with picnic fare from home or
the food carts, to Segoe Park on Friday nights and
enjoy live music almost in your own back yard.
Note: We all hope for dry weather on the concert
dates, but in case of rain, check NextDoor, Facebook, or the MHCA webpage on Friday afternoons for alternative, indoor concert locations.
Unless the forecast calls for prolonged evening
rain, we won’t cancel the outdoor concerts until
late Friday afternoon.

Neighborhood News Briefs
Friends of the Library
Book Sales

Upcoming book sales are on
July 1 and 15, August 5, and
September 2 at Westgate Mall
next to TJ Maxx
from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. A $2 bag
sale on discounted items begins at 2
p.m. Friends’ donations are a bit
down and they thank communi-

ty members for the books, CDs,
DVDs, games, puzzles and art
that they donate. Friends are
happy to accept items that remain after garage sales. Donations can be left at the library or
brought to the Friends of Sequoya Shop.
Triad Talk Focuses on
Money Safety

Triad will sponsor a talk on
Wednesday, July 26, “Money

Safety for Seniors.” The lecture
will begin at 10 a.m. at Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church,
5701 Raymond Road. Teri Erickson, from the Monona Banking Center of Old National
Bank, will talk about keeping
seniors safe from fraud. All interested Midvale Heights residents are invited to attend this
informational talk.
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Neighborhood Watch News
by Wendy Reichel

The Madison Police Department’s West District
Lieutenant Mike Hanson encourages neighbors to
report any incidents where an unauthorized person
has entered their vehicle, even if nothing was stolen. This information helps the police keep track of
crime patterns and pinpoint areas where extra patrols might be needed. Residents can file a selfreport on the MPD’s website at https://
www.cityofmadison.com/police/selfreport/
selfReport.cfm. All reports are read by an officer
and assigned an official case number.
Most burglaries in Madison are crimes of opportunity when thieves enter and steal items from unlocked vehicles or open, unattended garages.
Neighbors can significantly reduce the risk of being
a theft victim by simply double-checking that their
garage, vehicle, and home are locked, especially

overnight when many of these crimes occur.
Some great safety programs are coming up in July
and August. On Tuesday, July 11, MG&E Residential Services Manager Jonathan Beers will talk about
utility-related safety including how to prepare for an
extended power outage, the best types of trees to
plant under utility wires, how to prevent dryer fires,
and the best place for a home carbon monoxide
detector.
On Tuesday, August 8, MPD Lieutenant June
Groehler and Detective Kelly Beckett will show
attendees how to safeguard privacy on the internet
and social media sites and explain how to protect
children from online predators and cyber bullies.
Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. in the basement of
Midvale Community Lutheran Church (across from
the Sequoya Library).

Membership Drive Continues—Join Now
The 2017-2018 membership drive is continuing
sending out a reminder postcard. Sign up using the
through July. Have YOU returned your memberform at midvaleheights.org.
ship registration? Our special issue highlighted the
advantages of membership by outlining the services
and special events that the MHCA sponsors each
year. We registered a record number of neighbors
for 2016-2017 and we hope to break that record this
year.
Your membership dues allow the MHCA to support many things that make Midvale Heights a great
place to live: our attractive green spaces, our annual
picnic, the Segoe Park summer concerts, Neighborhood Watch meetings, our baseball leagues, and
Santa visits in December.
Your membership also qualifies you for our MHCA
Member Discount Card, which entitles holders to a
10% discount at many neighborhood businesses.
With MHCA dues only $15.00 per household, a few
purchases let you recoup the membership fee fairly
quickly. Members also receive the bi-monthly
Midvale Messenger and a membership directory.
We hope that current MHCA members will rejoin
for 2017-2018 now and save us the expense of

Page 4

County Board Supervisor Report
by Carousel Bayrd

Hello Midvale Heights—
happy summer! Here’s
what I’ve been working
on:
Funding Immigration Services: I was the lead sponsor of a budget amendment to fund legal assistance to individuals needing immigration and citizenship help. Funds will
be distributed among organizations working on
immigration, including Centro Hispano, the
Community Immigration Law Center, Jewish
Social Services, Catholic Multicultural Center,
and UW-Law School Immigration Justice Center
to support both individuals with immediate legal
needs and longer term community infrastructure.
This funding amendment passed the county
board unanimously.
Healthy Farms/Healthy Lakes Task Force: This
short-term task force will investigate best

practices for addressing farm-to-lake runoff, the
largest source of lake contamination in Dane
County. The task force—consisting of farmers,
environmentalists, community members, and
county board supervisors—will hold public
meetings and make recommendations within a
year on the best ways to improve rural farmland
use and meet desired run-off reductions.
New Public/Private Climate Change Council:
Dane County launched a new council to focus
on county-wide climate change. The council
brings together elected officials, businesses, utilities, and environmental advocates, and it will
address both how to respond to current climate
change problems in Dane County and how to
prevent additional change. We also launched a
website focused on reducing carbon emissions
and promoting solar and clean energy alternatives. Check it out at climatechange.countyofdane.com.
Next Generation 911: The County Board is
committed to technological upgrades to our 911
system. “Next Generation 911,” a state wide collaboration, allows 911 centers to receive and respond to texts, videos, and other advanced technology. We worked with the state legislature to
ensure state wide funding for these essential upgrades.
No Name Change— I do not support renaming
the City-County Building, which currently houses the jail and the juvenile detention center, after
former President Barack Obama.
Dane County Jail Remodel— I have written
about this dire need multiple times. The county
board has finished discussions, and I have jointly
authored a budget recommendation from the
Public Protection and Judiciary Committee to
the county board and county executive in support of a jail remodel plan. I will have more information on this during budget season this fall.
As always, let me know if you have any questions or comments. You can reach me by cell
phone at (608) 658-7333 or by email at
bayrd@countyofdane.com.
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Common Council Alder Report
by Maurice Cheeks

Hi friends—Happy Summertime! It was great see so many
of you at the annual picnic. I
want to update everyone on
two things this month.
As many of you know, the
Odana Hills playground
equipment was destroyed by
fire a few weeks ago. This is
sad news for the immediate
neighbors of this park, the students who use it, and
the surrounding community. The good news is that
the Parks Department has been very responsive to
my request that it prioritize replacement of this
equipment. The most frequent questions about the
process have been:
What are the steps for rebuilding the park?
The Parks Department will likely have regraded the
ground by the time you read this. The Odana Hills
park is jumping the line to put replacement of these
facilities into the 2018 planning process. This fall,
we’ll begin community outreach about the start of
that planning process.
Will the city pay for it or will the neighborhood
need to raise money?
The city will pay for it.
Will neighbors have a say in what goes in the
park?
Yup! I'll ensure there is active neighborhood involvement.
What about the rubber that covered the
ground? Will that be used again?
No. Parks has been replacing that material during all
scheduled playground replacements for several
years.

If you have additional questions, please contact Janet Schmidt, the Parks Department’s Planning and
Development Manager, at 608-261-9688. Janet’s
team will reach out to the neighborhood this fall to
coordinate the public process related to playground
replacements.
Second, I promised to keep people informed regarding the status of Westgate Mall. As I reported
last fall, I met with a representative of the property
and facilities manager (R.H. Johnson Company)
several times last year, most recently in August
2016. There have been no development updates this
year, although Westgate has lost four tenants in
2017.
R.H. Johnson Company does want to redevelop this
site, and based on recent conversations, I believe it
hopes to re-engage the neighborhood and the city
about redevelopment possibilities. I will keep the
neighborhood association updated; I hope to schedule a meeting with neighbors in July or August.
As always, stay in touch. You can reach me at district10@cityofmadison.com or at 608-620-1994.
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Garden Tasks for July and August
by Susan Jacobs, UW Extension/Dane County Master Gardener

Despite this year’s abundant rainfall, heat and extended dry periods are likely in July and August. Water plants if weekly rainfall is less than 1 inch and pay
careful attention to newly planted trees, which require 10 gallons of water per week. Even mature
trees need water during long dry spells.
Tend to spent blossoms and infected leaves. Peonies
need their seedpods removed. All plants benefit from
removing rusty or spotty leaves as soon as they appear; discard them in a sealed bag in your trash. Never add infected plant material to compost.
Irises and daylilies can be transplanted and divided
from mid-July through August. Other perennials can
be thinned and transplanted as well. In mid-August
divide and transplant spring-flowering perennials. A

last round of fertilizer can be applied to perennial
beds in late July. Be careful to keep transplants moist
in the intense late summer heat.
Vegetable garden mulch should be renewed if it has
begun to decompose. Keep tomatoes lightly mulched
and watered to prevent blossom end rot. Look for
pests and get rid of them as soon as they are discovered. Don’t let garden weeds go to seed; weed them
first. A fall crop of lettuce and spinach can be planted in early July, with mid-month plantings of broccoli, Brussels sprouts, cauliflower plants, and chard.
Harvest fruits and vegetables regularly to promote
further production. Fertilize mid-season to maintain
plant health and productivity. Then enjoy summer’s
bounty of flowers, fruits, and veggies.

Picnic Sees Rainy Weather,
Large Crowd
Threatening skies and an indoor venue did not keep
a large crowd of neighbors from showing up, eating,
and chatting with new friends at this year’s MHCA
picnic. Many thanks to organizers Kristin RuediKrause and Jolynne Roorda and the Chocolate
Shoppe for their annual donation of ice cream.

Jolynne Roorda and
Kristin Ruedi-Krause
scoop ice cream for
waiting dessert
seekers.

Good food and good company was
in abundance at the MHCA annual
picnic, held this year at Midvale
Community Lutheran Church.
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Annual Midvale Heights Garage Sale
Set for September 1 and 2
Start cleaning out those closets—Midvale
Heights’ annual garage sale is only two months
away. Official dates and times for this year’s sale
are Friday and Saturday, September 1 and 2,
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Participants can choose to
hold their sale on one or both days and can set
their own additional hours. This
year the cost of
registration is just
$5 (half the cost
of previous years).
More than 20
Midvale Heights
neighbors usually
participate in the
sale. There is
strength in numbers: the more
homes participate, the bigger the crowds shopping the sales! MHCA advertises the sale in the
State Journal and Isthmus newspapers, online
at Madison.com, the Isthmus Daily Page,
Craigslist, NextDoor, the Garage Sale Tracker
app, and many other websites. Participants are
encouraged to run their own ads for added visibility.
A feature of the sale is an interactive map on the
MHCA website (midvaleheights.org) that includes all sellers registered for the sale that buyers can download to guide them through the
neighborhood. Participants can also arrange for
St. Vincent de Paul to pick up unsold items for
donation on Saturday afternoon. The registra-

tion fee covers advertising, neighborhood signs,
and maps to distribute to sale shoppers. Organizers will distribute a packet containing sale
guidelines, a sign designating participation, maps
for shoppers, and a list of those wishing to have
St. Vincent de Paul pick up unsold items to participants before the sale.
There are two ways to register: Use the garage
sale registration form on Page 8 OR go to
http://midvaleheights.org/GS2017Register.
Forms can also be downloaded from the Midvale Heights website. Michelle Kempf-Weibel and
John Weibel are the new chairs of the garage sale
and can be reached at mhcagaragesales
@midvaleheights.org with questions. To make
sure you are included in the online interactive
map and the St. Vincent de Paul pick up list, return your registration form to Michelle and John
no later than August 4.
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