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March 14: N eighborhood
Watch, Midvale Community
Lutheran Church, 6:30 p.m.
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9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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President’s Message

Spring Into Your Neighborhood
by Ed Rogers

Although we got an early taste of warm weather, the real spring is
less than a month away. Soon our days will get warmer and longer,
with garden plantings beginning to grow. I’m happy to report that
your neighborhood association has been steadily growing yearround. MHCA records show that we now have the largest membership numbers in at least a decade. I’d like to extend a very warm
welcome to all the new neighbors in Midvale Heights. Whether
you’re a new or long-time resident, we have many fun ways for you
to get involved. I’m listing a few here along with a request for help.
T-Ball & Baseball
MHCA’s neighborhood T-ball & baseball leagues continue this
summer. You can register your child to play (and also volunteer to
coach) on our website or pick up a registration form at the library.
Kids from 3 to 9+ can play in one of our three leagues. Games are
played at neighborhood parks and playgrounds. (See page 6 for
more information.)
Gardening at the Bison Prairie Gateway
Help our neighborhood stand out by joining the effort to maintain
our Bison Prairie Gateway. The wildflower plantings surrounding
our trademark bison statues are getting a restoration this spring, and
our team could use some new volunteer gardeners, expert and novice alike. (See page 7 for more information.)
Garage Sale
If you’ve enjoyed our annual Labor Day garage sale, either as a
shopper or a seller, please consider volunteering to help coordinate
the event. It’s a great way to meet your neighbors and help ensure
that valuable items go to a good home. We’ve had successful sales in
years past, but to keep the tradition going, we need your help. The
sale needs a new director/team to manage the event. Please email
me at Area11@MidvaleHeights.org if you can help this summer.

Want to join the Midvale Heights Community Association?
Members receive the Messenger, our neighborhood directory, a Discount
Club card good at local merchants, and a chance to be involved by working
on a variety of neighborhood committees and projects. Join us!
For membership information see: midvaleheights.org/Association_Membership
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Neighborhood News Briefs
Segoe Concerts to
Return in 2017

Summer Nights at Segoe, the
Friday night outdoor concert
series sponsored by MHCA,
will return to Segoe Park for its
third season in July 2017. Planners are
recruiting
bands and,
following
several requests from
attendees,
are exploring proposals to include food carts this
year. Organizers hope to report
the band lineup and news about
food vendors in the May-June
Messenger.
CSA Open House Set
for March 12

The 25th annual FairShare CSA
Open House is scheduled for
Sunday, March 12, from 12 to 4
p.m. at Monona Terrace. The
event will feature more than 30
community-supported agriculture (CSA) farmers ready to talk
with people interested in joining
a farm this year. Attendees can
meet
local
farmers,
ask
about
their
operations, find pick-up locations,
learn about on-farm events, and
choose their CSA share. Options include vegetables, fruit,
meat, eggs and more; share-

holders receive deliveries of
fresh, organic food weekly or bi
-weekly during the growing season. Farmers will have information about their products
and 2017 sign-up information.
Produce shares from FairShare
CSA Coalition farms are eligible
for CSA health insurance rebates between $100 and $200
through Unity and Group
Health Cooperative-SCW. Incentives are also offered by
Physicians Plus and Dean
Health, which include CSA as
part of their wellness programs.
Low-income households can
apply for assistance in purchasing shares for up to half the
cost of a share or $300 via the
Partner Shares assistance fund
administered by FairShare.
More information will be available at the event. For further
information, email info@csacoaltion.org or call 608226-0300.
Friends of the Library
News

Upcoming book sale dates are
March 4, April 1 and 15, and
May 6 at Westgate
Mall
next to
TJMaxx from
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
A $2 bag sale
on discounted
items begins at 2 p.m. The
Friends of Sequoya are also
sponsoring Sunday Jazz at the
Sequoya Branch Library from
1:30 to 3:30 p.m. on Sunday
afternoons through May.
Thanks to a special donation, a
selection of jazz books are for

sale outside the Friends’ workroom during the concerts.
Townsend to Attend
March MHCA Meeting

Judge Marilyn Townsend, candidate for Dane County Circuit
Court on the April 4 ballot, will
attend the March 28 meeting of
the MHCA board. Midvale
Heights residents who are interested in meeting her to discuss
her experience and views are
welcome to attend the meeting,
which will begin at 6:45 p.m. at
the Sequoya Branch Library.
Triad Seeks Senior
Volunteers

Triad is a national and state organization that promotes personal safety and crime prevention awareness for seniors to
help them feel safe in their
communities. The Southwest
Madison Triad Planning Committee is looking for one or
more “senior” volunteers who
live in the Midvale Heights area
to serve on the committee. The
committee meets once a month
and organizes monthly presentations, both usually on weekday mornings. Programs include topics like gangs, bullying,
transportation services options,
emergency preparedness, and
falls prevention, all geared specifically toward seniors. Anyone
interested in volunteering for
the committee can contact
Mary Stamstad, RSVP Triad
Coordinator, at 608-441-7897
or at
mstamstad@rsvpdane.org.
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Neighborhood Watch News
by Wendy Reichel

can contribute to the study by sharing your experiences with the following OIR Group representatives:
Michael Gennaco:
michael.gennaco@oirgroup.com
Stephen Connolly: steIn 2016, the California-based OIR Group was
phen.connolly@oirgroup.com
chosen to complete a comprehensive review of the Cynthia Hernandez:
Madison Police Department.
cynthia.hernandez@oirgroup.com
Have you ever spoken to or requested the assisJulie Ruhlin: julie.ruhlin@oirgroup.com
tance of a Madison Police officer?
Perhaps you reached out to an officer for help or Triad Sponsors Meeting with
information, or you asked an officer a question at MPD’s Captain Cory Nelson
a community forum or public event.
Senior advocate Triad is sponsoring a meeting
Or maybe you witnessed a crime, were the victim with the new West District Captain, Cory Nelson,
of a crime, or an officer pulled you over for a traf- on March 22 at 10 a.m. The meeting will take place
fic violation.
in the Community Room of the West District PoIn your situation, were you satisfied with the oflice Station, 1710 McKenna Blvd., Madison. Capficer’s level of courtesy, professionalism, and cus- tain Nelson will go over the latest information of
tomer focus, or was there room for improvement? interest to residents and talk about new staff asThe OIR Group would like to gather information signments. Midvale Heights seniors are encourfrom as many Madison residents as possible. You aged to attend and bring their questions.

Note: in lieu of its usual column, Neighborhood Watch is providing the following announcement and request for input to the review of the Madison Police Department authorized by the Common Council in 2016.
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County Board Supervisor Report
by Carousel Bayrd

Hello Midvale Heights! Never a slow moment. Here’s
what I’ve been working on:
Immigration Protection: I
was the lead author of Dane
County’s response to President Trump’s executive order prioritizing deporting all
undocumented individuals in
the United States. The executive order is equivalent
to a national sweep of undocumented individuals
and is a stark departure from the Obama administration, which prioritized deportation of individuals convicted of felony crimes or posed national
security threats. Under the new order, individuals
may be deported for any infraction, including entering the United States illegally.
In response, the proposal states the county’s policies regarding immigrant communities and undocumented individuals: Dane County will not ask,
document, or report immigration status; Dane
County will not condition any services on immigration or documentation status; and Dane County
will not cooperate with, or provide funding or staff
for, deportation actions unless they are associated
with a court order.
I also was the lead sponsor of a much more political and direct proposal opposing President
Trump’s executive order creating a Muslim ban,
which states: “The Dane County Board is outraged
that our president would issue an order clearly violating the United States Constitution and Federal
Law, and we are outraged that a President of the
United States would embrace discrimination, hatred, and xenophobia. Those are not the values of
America, and they have no place in our nation.”
Both proposals were approved overwhelmingly by
the county board.
Community Service: In the 2017 budget, the Dane
County Board teamed up with several Dane County judges to create a new alternative to incarceration that allows judges to order community service
instead of jail. I am the county board representative
on the planning team determining how to make

this happen—both legally and logistically. We hope
to have a proposal by late summer.
Affordable Housing: The Dane County Board voted earlier this month to develop affordable family
housing on a site near downtown Madison. The
property, centrally located on East Washington
Avenue, has excellent access to bus service, a supermarket, parks, and other public services. Originally purchased as a potential location for a homeless day center, the property became available
when we subsequently found a better location for
the day center. It is not enough, but it keeps us
moving in the right direction. There is a tremendous affordable family housing shortage in Madison and Dane County: There are more than 1,100
homeless youth in Madison Public Schools.
As always, let me know if you have any questions
or comments. You can reach me by phone at (608)
658-7333 or by email at bayrd@countyofdane.com.

Page 5

Common Council Alder Report
by Maurice Cheeks

Happy Springtime! Even
though spring doesn’t technically begin until March 20,
February’s 60-degree temps
made it hard to tell.
In my last column, I highlighted some of the exciting work
that we got accomplished this
past year. I got great feedback
from some of you on our accomplishments, and
here I’d like to look ahead to events to expect in
the coming several months in the neighborhood
and in Madison.
Midtown Station: Given how much I talk about
the importance of building the Midtown Police
Station to support and enhance public safety in
our area, I sometimes feel like a broken record.
But efforts to keep this in the budget have paid
off. Construction for the new station is currently
scheduled to begin in August 2017 and be completed by August 2018. When I met recently with
our new West District Police Captain, Cory Nelson, he was enthusiastic about the station and eager to do what he can to keep it on schedule.
Westgate Mall: Westgate remains a site for potential redevelopment and infill, although there has
not been any activity lately. Last fall, I invited the
property manager to join a discussion with MHCA
president Ed Rodgers, city staff, and myself about
initial proposals for redeveloping the site. We
made it clear that we expected the neighborhood
plan and neighbor input to be considered in any
redevelopment of the property. This will likely
come back up in 2017, and I will continue to push
for the project to emphasize mixed use and increased safety for drivers and pedestrians.
Transportation: In 2013 I was appointed to the
Sustainable Madison Transportation Master Plan
Oversight Committee, which has wrapped up
three years of work. Our purpose was to create a
plan for how people will move around our community for the next generation. Planning continues
to emphasize bikes, pedestrians, and buses, along

with a new focus on Bus Rapid Transit as well as
planning for the future of automobiles. Special
thanks to my fellow committee member Gary
Poulson for serving as committee chair these past
3 years.
Closer to home, another transportation issue is the
future of Monroe Street. One of the most common questions that I get asked by residents is
“When is Monroe Street going to be redone?” Although it is not in District 10, it is one of the most
utilized corridors on the west side of town, and
Midvale Heights neighbors are understandably
concerned about how the work might affect local
streets. Monroe is currently scheduled for both
resurfacing and reconstruction in 2018. I will keep
you posted on the project and possible impacts to
Midvale Heights as the project start gets closer.
Thanks in advance for your feedback, support and
ideas. As always, you can reach me at 608-6201994 or at district10@cityofmadison.com.
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Annual Compost Bin and Rain Barrel Sale Set for May 13
Madison is selling compost bins and rain barrels
at discounted prices again this year. The sale is
on Saturday, May 13, in the northeast parking lot
of the Alliant Energy Center and will run from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. This year, the event is part of a
community-wide effort by the Madison Area
Municipal Stormwater Partnership (MAMSWaP)
to promote practices that reduce and improve
storm water runoff into Dane County lakes, rivers, and streams. The Ripple Effect campaign is
a project to help homeowners understand three
important facts:
*Rain that runs off roofs, land, and pavement
travels through storm sewers and ditches to
lakes, rivers, and streams.

*Stormwater runoff carries excess nutrients
like phosphorus, which can turn lakes green
and smelly.
*The way to protect and clean lakes and
streams is to make sure only rain—and nothing else—goes into the storm drains and ditches.
Rain barrels and compost bins are simple ways
to naturally boost a garden’s productivity and
help improve local waterways. For information
on sale prices, visit http://
www.cityofmadison.com/streets/compost/
CompostBinSale.cfm; to save an additional $10,
pre-order before May 1 and use the promo code
MAD17.

Summer Baseball Applications Available Now
by Mike Pressman

Applications for MHCA summer baseball are
available now at the Sequoya Branch Library and
online at http://midvaleheights.org/
MHCA_Baseball. The MHCA
sponsors three different leagues
for children aged 3 to 9 years
old, with play on different
nights.

first child in a family and $40 for all other children
in the family.
Please contact Mike Pressman at 288-0993 or
mmpressman@charter.net to volunteer, ask questions, or get more information about the league.
Play ball!

T-Ball is played on Tuesday
nights, with Major Coach Pitch
on Wednesday nights and Minor
Coach Pitch on Thursday
nights. Games are played at Piper Park, Segoe Park, and the
Midvale School playground. The
season will begin the week of June 6 and end the
week of July 25. Registration fees are $50 for the

Paid for by Fitz For The Future, Paula Fitzsimmons Treasurer
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Time to Garden?
by Susan Jacobs

Despite February’s mild days, it’s not quite time.
The ground is cold, and March weather is treacherous to all, especially the eager gardener. If the
recent sunshine and warmth motivate you toward
gardening, here are some suggestions.
Those loyal houseplants that have survived your
home’s winter conditions begin showing new vitality with increasing light. Resume a fertilizing
schedule in early March and some form of leaf
cleaning to remove winter’s dust. Gently rinse
leaves of smaller plants in your sink or shower,
but do not rinse African violets, cacti, or succulents. They and larger plants can be cleaned with
a dry method of dusting using a gentle, new,
small paint or makeup brush. Carefully support
each leaf with your hand, work from the base of
the leaf to its tip, top of plant to bottom. Be alert
to insects which may have moved in and remove
them promptly. For further information, check
http://hort.uwex.edu/articles/houseplant-care/.
In March and April, get ready for spring gardening. Sharpen garden tools and mower blades and

clean garden tools. If you’re starting plants from
seed, begin with tomatoes and others in late
March (see http://www.extension.umn.edu/
garden/yard-garden/flowers/starting-seedsindoors/); prune dormant trees and summerflowering shrubs as buds swell; and test lawn and
garden soil when workable (see https://
uwlab.triforce.cals.wisc.edu/wpcontent/uploads/
sites/17/2010/12/A2166-2.pdf). As the ground
warms, rake lawns and plant grass seed; begin
fertilizing regimens for trees, shrubs, garden perennials, and your soil if indicated; start or turn
the compost bin; mulch garden paths for weed
suppression; plant cool-weather vegetables and
flowers as spring emerges.
When March is stormy, visit the library for gardening books, browse gardening catalogues, plan
your garden, and enjoy learning from gardening
programs at http://wpt.org/Wisconsin-Gardener
and the Larry Meiller Show on WPR on Fridays
and Saturdays. And finally—rest, as soon the real
garden work begins.

Spring Cleanup Planned for Bison Prairie and Tokay Medians
by Nan Lager

The Green Team is planning for spring by scheduling cleanups at the Bison Prairie Gateway and
the Tokay Blvd. medians in March and April.
Nancy Kieraldo, who is revitalizing the Bison
Prairie Gateway, has planned a spring cleanup for
Sunday afternoon, March 26, from 2 to 4 p.m.,
with a rain date of Sunday, April 2, from 2 to 4
p.m. She reminds everyone to wear appropriate
clothing, shoes, and gloves for working in the
wild flower gardens and that extra rakes and
wheelbarrows/carts will be very welcome.
Nancy has some ambitious plans for this asset in
our neighborhood, but she needs Midvale
Heights neighbors’ help to maintain the site and
make improvements. The gateway is a very visible
entrance to our neighborhood that is used and
appreciated by neighbors as well as bikers and
walkers using the Southwest Path, and we would
like our “front door” to be welcoming and attractive to visitors.

Later in April, we will once again celebrate Earth
Day by staging the annual Spring Cleanup Day
for the Tokay Boulevard medians on Saturday,
April 22, from 9 a.m. to noon. We need to clean
up the flower beds before the blooming season
begins, so please come with rakes, clippers, and
garden tools if you have them. Volunteers should
stop by the corner of Piper Drive and Tokay
Blvd. to report in and get their work assignments,
safety vests, and cones, along with hot coffee and
treats.
The Green Team would love to gather some new
ideas for continuing to improve the medians by
expanding the plantings there. Please contact Nan
Lager at Nan.lager@gmail.com with any suggestions or observations about our Tokay gardens.
We appreciate all the hours that Midvale Heights
residents donate to make our green spaces bloom
and grow each year and thank all our volunteers
for being very good neighbors.

Page 8

Alder Candidate Forum Planned for March 8
by Denise Lamb

The neighborhood associations in District 10
have joined together to sponsor an aldermanic
candidate forum on Wednesday, March 8, from
7 to 8 p.m. at Westminster Presbyterian Church,
4100 Nakoma Road in advance of the April 4
elections. As part of the forum, current alder
Maurice Cheeks and challenger Steve Fitzsimmons will answer questions prepared by forum
organizers and as well as questions from the audience. Midvale Heights neighbors are encouraged to attend to meet with the candidates and

learn more
about their
views and positions on issues facing the
city and the
District. Park- Maurice Cheeks
Steve Fitzsimmons
ing is available
behind the church, with an entrance off Yuma
Drive. Plan to join your neighbors for an informative evening.

Elizabeth Mackey Joins MHCA Board as Area 6 Director
New board
member Elizabeth Mackey,
an attorney at
Community
Justice, a nonprofit legal
organization
dedicated to
serving the
Elizabeth Mackey enjoys a summer
day in one of Midvale Heights’
legal needs of
neighborhood parks.
low-income
people, explains how she wound up volunteering to serve
as Area 6 director of MHCA:
Sometime in early 2007, while contemplating the
circumstances that had contrived to bring her
from her home on the east side of Madison,
which she loved, to Sulawesi, Indonesia, which
she found very interesting but did not exactly
love, Elizabeth Mackey suddenly realized that,
contrary to what she had previously believed,
she did not want to travel the world, observing
but never really becoming a full part of any single community. Rather, she realized that living in
one place, and contributing to and becoming
part of that community (say, through joining the
neighborhood association), would be a most ideal life. So, when she learned that the MHCA
needed a new Area 6 Director, she jumped on it.
Or, rather, she went to the next board meeting

and declared her interest.
Originally from a Chicago suburb, Mackey fell in
love with Madison when she visited the city for a
day when she was in high school and lived here
for a time before traveling the world. Before returning, she lived in Russia, Indonesia, Flagstaff,
Pittsburgh, and elsewhere, but she is very happy
that she and her husband, Andy Hicken, made it
back to Madison to raise their family. They
bought a house on Segoe Road in 2015, and they
feel fortunate to live here because of Slater Park,
all the neighbors they’ve met there, the library,
the schools, the bike path, and T-ball. Elizabeth
would like to help continue making Midvale
Heights a good community in which to live and
is generally interested in green spaces, community recreation, shade, traffic, and bike lanes.
Neighbors who would like to contact her can do
so at area6@midvaleheights.org.

