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February 15: Copy deadline
for March-April Midvale Messenger.

February 21: P rimary election
day. Polling place open 7 a.m. to
8 p.m., Sequoya Branch Library.
February 28: M HCA monthly
board meeting, Sequoya Branch
Library, 6:45 to 8:45 p.m.
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President’s Message

Midvale Heights Part of City
Organic Collection Effort
by Ed Rogers

Madison has launched a pilot program to collect organic waste, and
(part of) Midvale Heights is participating in the effort. Residents
north of Tokay Blvd and west of Segoe Rd (see map below) now
have a third waste bin for street pickup of organic waste in addition
to their trash and recycling bins. The program, called CORE
(Community Organic Recycling Effort), is an effort to divert organic material from the landfill and protect our environment.
Households in the pilot program are invited to dispose of a wide
variety of food waste in their organics bin: fruits, vegetables, dairy,
eggs, coffee grounds, meat (bones and all), grease, and even greasestained paper products. These are turned into compost at the Blue
Ribbon Organics facility in
Caledonia, Wisconsin. Long
term, the city
plans to use
anaerobic
digesters, which
could simultaneously create
both compost
and clean electricity by capturing emitted
methane.
The pilot program currently covers four small areas, and one includes part of
Midvale Heights. The city will be monitoring participation in the
program as it considers expanding it to the other city residents. If
you have thoughts or questions about the program, you can contact the city’s recycling coordinator, Bryan Johnson,
at BJohnson2@cityofmadison.com.
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2016 in
Midvale Heights
There was a lot going on in the ‘hood in 2016—these pictures are just a sampling of events sponsored by the
MHCA. The board looks forward to working with all our
neighbors to make 2017 even better. Happy New Year!
Volunteers continue to maintain green spaces
in Midvale Heights—including the Tokay medians, the Bison Prairie Gateway, and native
plants at Odana Golf Course. Here, Scott Krause
and Kathy McMillan clean the beds on Tokay.

In 2016, the July Summer Nights at Segoe series expanded to four
Friday nights and included folk, country, and jazz music. The MHCA
also hosted Make Music Madison performers at Segoe Park. Here,
the No Name String Band performs at the park.

Guest speaker Sarah Day, Midvale Heights neighbor and long-time American Players Theater performer, chats with an audience member at the
annual meeting in October. Attendees also heard
from elected officials alder Maurice Cheeks, county
supervisor Carousel Bayrd, and state senator Fred
Risser.

Santa visited Midvale Heights homes in early December and helped many youngsters, including these
boys, begin their holiday on a cheerful note.
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Neighborhood Watch News
by Steve Fitzsimmons

A writer once noted, “Snowflakes are one of nature's most fragile things, but just look at what they
can do when they stick together.” Neighborhood
Watch is like this, providing a way for neighbors to
connect, “stick together,” and gain strength from
something that empowers them to work together to
keep our community friendly and safe. But neighborhood watch is much more. It strives to teach
members something new, keep them informed of
upcoming events, and raise awareness about crimes
in an effort to keep the neighborhood safe. Our
mission statement sums it up this way, “Neighbors
working together for a safe and caring community
through cooperation, education, and awareness.”
The National Sheriff’s Association has said that
Neighborhood Watch is the best thing that can
happen to a neighborhood, while FBI statistics
show that active watch groups lower crime over
33%. That translates to friendlier and safer communities, higher property values, and stronger
communities. Readers who are interested in joining, learning more about the group, or attend
monthly meetings can visit our website at http://
www.midvaleheights.org/Neighborhood_Watch.

Madison Police Chief Mike Koval was the featured
speaker at Neighborhood Watch’s December meeting, where members raised donations for DAIS,
Capital K9s, and the mounted patrol. Chief Koval
also introduced attendees to Cory Nelson, the new
Captain of the West District, who told the group
that he is impressed with Neighborhood Watch’s
efforts in Midvale Heights.
In January, Bernadette Galvez, Madison Fire Department, will return to speak on fire prevention
and safety as well as provide updates on building
codes that are relevant to fire safety. The last time
she spoke, the audience learned how fast fires increase: They double in size every minute. Please
visit our website for more information about upcoming meetings.

Friends of the Library Funds Support New Programs and
Buy New Furniture at Sequoya Branch Library
by Nadine Pfotenhauer

Just completed 2016 was a banner year for the
Friends of Sequoya Library. Profits from the
group’s monthly book sales allowed the Friends to
support the library with purchases of books and
magazine subscriptions, 10 laptop computers, new
carpeting, and new furniture for more seating in
all areas of the library. Plans for 2017 include supporting Sunday afternoon jazz performances at
library as well as additional family programs.
The Friends would be unable to provide this support to the library without Midvale Heights neighbors donating items to sell and then patronizing
the group’s sales. Friends are grateful for this sup-

port and remind readers that donations of books,
CDs, DVDs, art work, and collectibles are always
welcome. Neighbors can also support the Friends
by volunteering to work on the sales. To volunteer, ask at the Sequoya help desk, come to the
Westgate shop on Thursdays from 9 a.m. to noon,
or leave a message at 608-288-9848. Book or media donations can be left at the library or brought
to the shop on Thursday mornings or sale days.
Upcoming book sale dates are Saturdays January
7, February 4, and March 4 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
at Westgate Mall next to TJMaxx. A $2 bag sale on
discounted items begins at 2 p.m.
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County Board Supervisor Report
by Carousel Bayrd

Hello everyone.
I am incredibly proud to be
a female politician in the
United States. I never
thought it was an unusual
thing to be. I grew up being
told I could be anything. I
was told that, because I was
a woman, sometimes I would have to work twice
as hard, but I would still reach my goal. I never
doubted that. Until November. For the first time
in my life, I feel limited. It’s honestly a bit soul
crushing. I know that’s a dramatic thing to say, but
I think that accurately describes how I’m feeling.
I also know that my white privilege has protected
me from feeling this before November. Communities of color, immigrants, religious groups have
felt the let-down of America for decades. And they
have lived in this world that we ignorantly thought
was accessible to them.
Let me say again, I am incredibly proud to be your
elected representative. I will work through my initial emotions—as we all will—and turn them into
action. I will be stronger, I will be louder, I will be
more detailed and prepared, and I will be tireless.
Until my two daughters and I can believe again—
that we can be anything.
The first thing I did after the election was put together a resource list for anyone experiencing or
witnessing harassment, or thinks they may be. It is

available at https://www.countyofdane.com/
press/details.aspx?id=3926 and is provided on
page __ of this newsletter.
Hate crimes are up in the United States, including
here in Madison. SPEAK UP, protect one another, and call one of these resources if you need
help. And call 911. Hate crimes and harassment
are illegal.
My county board focus remains on criminal justice
reform. It has been so slow, and so exhausting, to
get to this point. And I fear we will move backward. At the end of December, the county board
will receive the final report on a new jail remodel.
For many reasons that I’ve already shared in this
column, changes are necessary and beyond due.
Many more details to come in the next months.
You can reach me by cell phone at (608) 658-7333
or by email at bayrd@countyofdane.com.
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Common Council Alder Report
by Maurice Cheeks

It sometimes seems as if 2016
was a long and arduous journey that could not end soon
enough. While I’m eager to
look forward, I think it is constructive to reflect on the
good work accomplished over
the last year, despite some disappointments and postponements. Over the past
year, I’ve worked with other alders and the city to
accomplish a lot on your behalf at the city level.
Some highlights of the past year include:
We fought to keep the Midtown Police Station
in the budget. Once completed, this will be the
city’s sixth police district, and Midvale Heights will
directly benefit from being in a new district that is
more geographically focused than the huge West
District that currently serves nearly 80,000 people.
We increased funding for summer youth internships. These sorts of opportunities are proven to
keep kids on track during the summer, and in order to ensure the success of this effort, the city
contracts with experienced partners like BriarPatch, Commonwealth Development, and Operation Fresh Start.
We launched an affordable broadband initiative
that began in the Allied Drive neighborhood. The
service comes complete with affordable computers
and available computer training for users who
need help.
Shortly after we experienced a brief rash of shootings this spring, I stood with Police Chief Koval
and said that this violence must stop and argued
that our community needs to have a proactive plan
to keep Madison’s young people from ever falling
into a life of desperation and crime. This was all
foundational to the 15 Point Plan to reduce violence that I, Alder Matt Phair, and Michael Johnson, CEO of the Boys & Girls Club of Dane
County, eventually rolled out. As a result of that

effort, the city budget funded the most evidencebased program (Peer Support Coaches) as a new
initiative in 2017.
Two more areas of progress in Madison this year
include our nation-leading Voter Registration
Modernization efforts that I initiated in order to
automatically register more people to vote, and
our selection by the U.S. Department of Labor to
fund a study that I asked for to research and plan
for Paid Family Leave in Madison.
I’m glad to look back on a year of good work, and
I am eager to look forward with you to much
more progress being made together in the next
year. As always, please do be in touch with any
additional suggestions, ideas, or feedback. You can
reach me at 608-620-1994 or at
district10@cityofmadison.com. I look forward to
hearing from you.
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City and County Provide Resources to Counteract
Hate Crimes in the Community
The Dane County Board and Madison City
Council reacted to the national increase in hate
crimes by passing resolutions opposing these
crimes and by compiling a list of community resources that can assist victims of these crimes.
Their statement follows:

unanimous passage of resolutions. We know that
Madison and Dane County are not immune to
such crimes, and unfortunately we have already
seen them occurring here.

Our community stands against harassment or
violence based on race, national origin, religion,
The Dane County Board and the Madison City gender, and sexual orientation. We remind
Council both recently denounced the increase of everyone that threatening hate speech is a crime.
hate crimes and violence in our nation, through We urge you to call 911 if you experience any
harassment, violence, or threat of violence.
Local Resources for Anyone Experiencing or
The list provided here includes local resources
Witnessing Hateful Speech or Actions
available to anyone who has experienced or witPolice (for anyone in an emergency, experienc- nessed hateful speech or actions, as well as for
ing or witnessing a crime or suspicious activity) those who are not sure what they have experi911
enced or seen. Please share this list widely. This
City of Madison Department of Civil Rights is not an exclusive list, but all of these organiza(608) 266-4910
tions have agreed to be a resource in our community.
Website on hate crimes: http://

www.cityofmadison.com/dcr/eohatecrimes.cfm
Dane County Office for
Equity and Inclusion
(608) 283-1391
Centro Hispano of Dane County
(608) 255-3018
Dane County NAACP
(608) 274-3997
Jewish Federation of Madison
(608) 278-1808

Muslim Youth of Madison
(608) 338-8212
OutReach
(608) 255-8582
State Bar of Wisconsin Lawyer
Referral Office
(800) 362-9082
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Winter Garden Chores
by Susan Jacobs

This week a neighbor asked me, “What do you
do this time of year when garden season is
over?” My answer was, “Winter is the time for
reading and baking pies.” But I later asked myself if the gardening season really was over because the winter months are ideal for caring for
most trees and shrubs.
February is an excellent time for pruning
dormant trees and summer-flowering shrubs.
This is also a good time for pruning evergreens
with the exception of pines (which tend to maintain their shape). Between January and March,
apple, pear, quince and bramble fruit (except
raspberries and blackberries) can also be pruned.
There is not one way to prune your trees and
shrubs. You can find helpful information about
pruning from UW Extension
(learningstore.uwex.edu). Remember to disinfect
your pruners between cuts and especially when
moving from one plant to another.
In addition to pruning, this is a time when trees

and shrubs should be periodically checked for
wildlife damage. When cold and snow cover limit foraging, some garden friends gnaw the bark
of trees and shrubs. Fruit trees are especially appreciated by rodents. If inspection finds it necessary, you can protect trees and shrubs from further damage by surrounding them with ¼ inch
hardware cloth.
Excess snow can be removed from ornamentals
(such as rhododendron, azalea, hydrangea) by
placing a broom or rake under a branch and
bumping it lightly. You may also want to remove
snow in this way from Arbor Vitae to protect
their shape. But don’t try to remove ice from
ornamentals.
No doubt you’ll find winter time in your garden
enjoyable. Very early signs of growth will begin
to be visible, visitors to your garden will leave
prints, plants will take on form and color as they
respond to the season. Winter chores can easily
lead you toward spring gardening plans.
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MHCA Board Elects Officers for 2016-2017,
Hears From County Exec Parisi at November Meeting
by Denise Lamb

At its November monthly meeting, the MHCA
board elected its officers for 2016-2017, with
terms running until next November. Ed Rogers,
Steve Fitzsimmons, and Ron Rotter will continue
as president, vice-president, and treasurer, respectively. Chuck Kreimendahl will replace Jenny
Chipault as secretary. The board also elected Elizabeth Mackey as Area 6 director to replace Paul
Haskew, who resigned in October. Residents of
Area 6 can contact Mackey, who lives on South
Segoe Road, at area6@midvaleheights.org.
County Executive Joe Parisi also attended the
meeting to give board members an update on
county activities. He outlined a proposal to invest
$12 million to remove sludge in county streams
that contributes to phosphorus leaching into area
lakes and causing algae bloom. A county-funded
study showed that despite efforts to reduce runoff
into the streams, if the sludge in the stream beds
is not removed, it will take 99 years and $78 million to see a 50 percent reduction in phosphorus.

The project will dredge 30 stream miles in the Yahara Watershed while monitoring water quality
and plant and animal diversity. Sediment will be
removed using a hydraulic dredge and pumped
through a pipeline to “dewatering” bags. These
will temporarily store the phosphorus-rich sediment that can then be covered and stabilized with
a native prairie seed mix.
Parisi also answered questions from the board
about county progress in establishing a permanent
day resource center for homeless downtown. He
cited purchase of the Madison Chamber of Commerce building at 615 E. Washington Ave., which
after renovations is expected to have laundry facilities, showers, storage space, a self-serve kitchenette, a computer room, and separate day rooms
for single adults and families with children, but
admitted that it will not be available for use this
winter. Catholic Charities will partner with Bethel
Lutheran Church to operate a temporary day center for the homeless this winter.

